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EVER  WONDER  WHY  50  MANY  BANKS 
TRY  TO  LOOK  GREEK? 


Imitation  is  the  sincer- 

EST  FORM  OF  FlATTERy. 

But  bEiNG  GreeI<  is 

MORE  THAN  JUST  A  look, 
it's  a  pHilosopHy.  It's 
AN  UNCOMp  llCATEC)  WAy  OF  dOING 
buSINESS  WITH  SIMplE  FORMS,  FAST 
AppROVAls  ANd  HIGH  qUAllTy 
SERVICE.  All  THE  blG  bANk 
AdVANTAGES,  IlkE  COMpETI- 


TIVE  RATES  ON  SAVINGS, 
IRA,  CD  ANd  NOW 
ACCOUNTS,  WITFIOUT  All 
THE  blG  bANk  bUREAU- 
CRACy.  It's  WHy  doiNG 
buSINESS  WITH  US  IS  SO  CONVENIENT. 
After  aII,  buitdiNG  a  bETTER  bANk 
TAkES  MORE  THAN  AN  ARCHITECT. 

For  more  information,  caII 
(6  17)  567-2200. 


Pass  Book  Savings 

3.04% 

APY* 

6  Month  CD 

5.25% 

APY* 

1 2  Month  CD 

5.60% 

APY* 

NATIONAL 

BANK  OF  GREECE 


Boston  ♦  Cambridge  ♦  Wcst  Roxbury  ♦  Chicaqo  ♦  Athcns 


‘Annual  Percentage  Yields  are  as  of  April  6,  1 998  and  are  subject  to  change  following  the  opening  of  a  pass  book 
savings  account.  Account  fees  may  reduce  earnings  on  this  account.  A  penalty  may  be  imposed  for  early  withdrawal 
on  certificates  of  deposit.  $10  minimum  balance  required  to  open  a  pass  book  savings  account,  $1000  minimum 
balance  required  to  open  6  month  and  1  2  month  CDs.  Member  FDIC 


4  Tips  on  Spring  Safety 

Brought  to  you  by  the  Office  of  Community  Benefits 
at  Children’s  Hospital •  Boston 


Bike  Right 

Always  wear  a  helmet  when  riding 
a  bike.  Wear  bright  colors  to  make 
yourself  more  visible.  Avoid  biking  at  night 
since  most  bikes  are  not  equipped  for  night 
use.  Ride  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  with 
the  flow  of  traffic. 
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Skate  Smart 

Always  wear  a  helmet  and  protec¬ 
tive  pads  on  wrists,  elbows,  and 
knees.  Skate  in  control  to  avoid  collisions. 
Practice  on  flat  surfaces  in  parks  and  play¬ 
grounds,  not  on  hills  or  busy  streets.  If  you 
must  skate  in  the  street,  use  extreme  caution 
and  move  with  the  direction  of  traffic. 


Walk  Alert 

Cross  a  street  at  the  corner  or 
crosswalk.  Stop  and  look  left, 
right,  and  left  again  before  crossing  the 
street.  Never  run  out  between  cars. 

Obey  all  traffic  signals  and  signs. 

Ride  Safely 

Everyone  in  the  car  must  wear 
a  seat  belt.  Children  under  40 
pounds  should  always  use  a  child  safety 
seat  in  the  car.  Never  secure  an  infant  in 
the  front  seat  of  a  vehicle  with  a  passenger 
air  bag.  Place  children  in  the  safest  place: 
the  backseat. 

For  more  information  on  injury  prevention, 
please  call  (61 7)  355-8207. 


A  Reason  to  Believe. 


Childrens  Hospital  •  Boston 


There's  something  new  in  health  insurance  for 
people  who  don't  have  health  insurance. 
It's  called  the  Boston  Medical  Center 
HealthNet  Plan.  It's  free  to  those  who  qualify 
for  MassHealth  benefits.  It  lets  you  choose  your 
own  doctor.  And  it  offers  great  benefits,  like 
free  over-the-counter  medicines  and  a  24-hour, 
7-day-a-week  member  services  hotline.  And 
even  if  you  lose  your  MassHealth  eligibility, 
HealthNet  providers  will  continue  to  provide 
your  health  care.  Make  the  Boston  Medical 
Center  HealthNet  Plan  your  choice. 

Call  now  for  information: 

1  -800-792-4355 


Participating  sites:  Codman  Square  Health  Center  •  Dorchester  House  Multi-Service  Center  •  East  Boston  Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Harvard  Street 
Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless  •  Mattapan  Community  Health  Center  •  Roxbury  Comprehensive  Community  Health  Center  •  South  Boston 
Community  Health  Center  *  South  End  Community  Health  Center  •  Upham's  Corner  Health  Center  •  Whittier  Street  Neighborhood  Health  Center  •  Boston  Medical  Center 


APRIL  17,  1998 


SAMPAN 


3 


BWwwS 


m&Z-  -  v  | 


COVER  STORY 


l  mwmmmmmmmmM 


Boston’s  Other  Asian  Musicians 


It’s  Tuesday  night  at  Johnny  D’s,  a  nightclub  in 
Somerville’s  Davis  Square.  Tonight’s  headline 
act  is  Kevin  So,  a  high-energy  guitar  player 
and  singer  who  performs  his  own  songs  for  a 
packed  house.  Urged  on  by  a  loyal  following  of 
fans  in  the  audience.  So  performs  a  unique  blend 
of  soulful  blues  and  folk,  leavening  his  perfor¬ 
mance  with  snatches  of  poetry  and  dance 
Accompanying  So  on  bass  guitar  tonight  is  Jeff 
Song,  a  jazz  musician  who  has  recorded  five  CD’s 
of  improvisational  jazz  and  has  played  just  about 
every  genre  of  music  from  rock  to  classical  It  was 
Song  who  last  year  founded  the  first  Boston  Asian 
American  Creative  Music  Festival 
So  and  Song  are  just  a  few  of  the  Asian 
American  musicians  playing  jazz  and  folk  music 
in  the  Boston  area.  While  people  may  often  associ¬ 
ate  Asian  Americans  with  classical  music,  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  Asians  are  challenging  that  stereo¬ 
type  by  branching  out  into  new  areas  of  American 
popular  culture.  The  number  of  Asians  playing 
jazz,  for  example,  is  growing,  and  So’s  sally  into 
blues  and  folk  is  nothing  less  than  groundbreak¬ 
ing. 

One  of  the  few  Asian  Americans  playing  blues 
and  folk  at  clubs  and  festivals  across  the  US,  the 
Allston-raised  So  was  nominated  for  a  1996 
Boston  Music  Award  for  Best  Contemporary  Folk; 
Act,  and  was  a  1997  New  Folk  Finalist.  A  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  University  of  Southern  California, 
where  he  studied  music,  the  27-year-old  So  says 
music  has  always  been  a  part  of  his  life. 

Like  many  Asian  Americans  playing  popular 
forms  of  music,  So’s  interest  in  music  goes  back  to 
childhood.  He  remembers  riding  into  Chinatown 
with  his  family  to  have  dim  siun  and  hearing  his 
father  singing  Chinese  songs  to  cheer  everyone  up 
if  there  was  a  problem  or  disagreement.  It  dawned 
on  him  that  “music  really  has  a  healing  power,”  he 
says. 

Though  So  has  been  playing  guitar  and  singing 
since  he  was  16,  his  earliest  popular  music  inter¬ 
ests  leaned  more  toward  late- 1970s  black  music. 
The  first  record  he  ever  bought  was  a  greatest  hits 
album  by  the  Commodores.  And  he  remembers 
the  excitement  of  hearing  Michael  Jackson’s  “Off 
the  Wall”  album  for  the  first  tune  during  a  trip  to 
his  cousin’s  house.  Earth  Wind  and  Fire  was  also 
an  early  musical  interest.  In  those  days,  he  says, 
it  was  the  drive  and  rhythm  of  the  music  that 
caught  his  attention.  Music  and  dance  went 
together  and  this  was  music  you  could  dance  to,  he 
says. 

Over  tune,  So’s  musical  interests  grew  in  other 
directions  as  well.  A  turning  point  for  him  musi¬ 
cally  was  his  discovery  of  the  work  of  the  leg¬ 
endary  Bob  Dylan,  America’s  preeminent  singer- 
songwriter.  Dylan’s  music  “changed  my  life,”  says 
So,  who  identified  with  the  Dylan  persona  for  a 
number  of  reasons.  Dylan,  he  says,  represented 
the  voice  of  the  underdog.  He  was  like  a  David 
fighting  a  Goliath,  he  says.  "I  felt  a  connection.” 
Growing  up  Asian  American,  he  says,  could  easily 
make  you  feel  like  an  outsider  sometimes  Maybe 
you  weren’t  as  big  as  the  next  guy  and  you  felt  you 
were  at  a  disadvantage.  Dylan  was  just  a  skinny 
guy.  He  wasn’t  very  big,  but  he  spoke  for  the 
oppressed,  for  the  outsiders. 

Race  is  unavoidable  in  America,  So  says.  It’s 
always  an  issue.  “I  feel  it  every  day.”  People  tell 
him  he  shouldn’t  let  it  bother  him  so  much,  but  he 


says  he  finds  it  hard  to  ignore.  He  recalls  walking 
down  the  street  not  long  ago  when  two  white  pan¬ 
handlers  approached  him  for  money.  They  got 
angry  when  he  passed  by  them  without  giving 
them  something.  They  started  hurling  racial  slurs 
at  him  He  hadn’t  done  anything  to  them  but  was 
just  walking  down  the  street  minding  his  own 
business  People  say  race  relations  in  America  are 
getting  better,  but  sometimes  he  wonders. 

There’s  still  too  many  people  who  are  out  of 
touch  with  multicolored  America,  he  says.  In  the 
white  suburbs,  for  example,  people  still  don’t 
know  how  to  relate  well  to  Asians  or  blacks. 
White  kids  may  be  listening  to  African-American 
inspired  liip  hop  but  they  feel  uneasy  around 
black  people.  The  same  isolation,  he  says,  can  also 
apply  to  Chinatown  where  people  tend  to  remain 
isolated  and  sometimes  suspicious  of  non-Chinese. 
He  suggests  that  racial  isolation  in  America  often 
has  its  source  in  lack  of  knowledge,  which  leads  to 
fear,  which  in  turn  leads  to  anger.  In  response  to 
the  anger,  people  want  to  isolate  themselves  from 
each  other,  but  retreat  will  never  provide  a  per¬ 
manent  solution,  he  says. 

So  isn’t  one  to  stay  isolated  within  his  own  race. 
He  likes  the  diversity  of  America.  His  best  friends 
include  an  Asian,  a  black,  and  a  white.  The  audi¬ 
ence  at  his  concert  at  Johnny  D’s  last  week  was 
mostly  white  and  Asian.  He  always  had  Chinese 
friends  when  he  was  growing  up,  he  says,  but  he 
also  liked  to  branch  out  and  mingle  with  others 
too.  “I  was  never  in  the  Chinese  clique,”  he  says. 
Even  now,  he  says,  he  feels  a  genuine  sense  of 
power  walking  down  the  street  with  his  racially 
diverse  friends. 

The  lyrics  of  his  songs  tell  the  same  story.  In  the 
title  song  of  his  CD,  “Individual,”  So  emphasizes 
the  importance  of  tolerance.  “Just  because  my 
hair  is  a  httle  longer/Just  because  my  skin  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  darker/Just  because  my  eyes  are  a  httle  small¬ 
er  who  are  you  to  judge  me... I  see  a  white  man  in 
the  middle/  Black  man  left  and  the  yellow  man 
right/  Though  they  are  three  strong 
individuals/They’ll  stand  stronger  side  by  side.” 

So  says  he’s  making  a  living  playing  music,  tour¬ 
ing  around  the  country  and  playing  in  clubs  from 
Arkansas  to  Colorado  to  California,  but  he  feels  he 
can’t  waste  any  tune  now.  He  doesn’t  have  a  day 
job  but  making  ends  meet  as  a  musician  isn’t  easy. 
“I’m  barely  surviving.  I’m  working  really  hard,”  he 
says. 

Even  though  he  believes  that  race  doesn’t  real¬ 
ly  have  much  to  do  with  the  music  he  makes,  he 
feels  that  being  Asian  American  will  make  it  that 
much  harder  to  succeed  as  a  musician  A  friend 
recently  told  him  that  now  is  an  important  tune 
for  him.  “He  told  me  I  have  to  go  for  it  now.”  Why? 
“Because  you’re  Asian  you  have  to  work  twice  as 
hard.” 

“I  think  it  just  takes  time,”  he  says  “It’s  a  white 
man’s  world  and  it’s  always  been  that  way.” 

So,  nevertheless,  says  he  remains  optimistic.  “I 
see  a  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel.”  says  So,  who 
is  eager  to  get  more  Asians  to  support  live  music 
and  to  go  out  to  local  clubs  to  listen  to  him  and 
other  musicians.  ‘1  would  hke  to  see  more  Chinese 
people  in  my  audience,”  says  So,  who  considers  it 
a  personal  responsibility  to  let  non-Asians  know 
that  Asians  can  sing  the  blues  and  make  it  as 
singer- songwriters.  He  feels  a  certain  elation 
when  people  hear  him  singing  and  realize  he’s 


Chinese. 

So  says  the  two  CDs  he  has  made  are  sitting  in 
people’s  homes  right  now.  ‘Tm  probably  the  only 
CD  in  their  collection  who  is  Chinese,”  says  So, 
who  knows  of  only  two  other  Asian  Americans  - 
one  in  San  Francisco  and  another  in  New  York  - 
who  are  playing  music  similar  to  his  own. 

Though  he  has  ‘"been  pegged  as  a  folk  singer,”  he 
doesn't  necessarily  see  himself  that  way,  explain¬ 
ing  that  he  doesn’t  like  to  limit  himself  to  one  cat¬ 
egory.  He  says  he  is  even  considering  adapting  his 
songs  to  be  played  with  the  rhythms  of  funk  and 
R&B  So  says  he’s  comfortable  sitting  in  Jordan 
Hall  listening  to  a  classical  quartet  or  listening  to 
gospel  He  played  violin  for  six  years  and  still 
enjoys  classical  music,  he  says.  Classical  music 
requires  much  discipline  and  So  believes  long¬ 
term  success  in  life  requires  it. 

So  says  it  hasn’t  always  been  easy  convincing 
his  parents  of  the  rightness  of  his  career 
choice.  His  parents  were  born  in  China  and 
ran  a  restaurant  in  Lynn  for  25  years.  Neither 
really  liked  the  American  music  he  grew  up  with 
and  has  since  decided  to  play.  His  mother  was 
often  skeptical,  telling  him  that  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  for  him  to  succeed  playing  American  popular 
music  because  he  was  Chinese  and  criticizing  his 
singing  voice.  He  admit  s  that  some  of  the  criticism 
was  hard  to  take.  “My  mom  says,  ‘I  just  don’t  hke 
that  music,”’  he  says.  While  his  parents  often 
helped  him  financially  over  the  years,  they  didn’t 
really  approve  of  his  career  choice.  His  father  sup¬ 
ported  him,  he  says,  but  he  preferred  other  types 
of  music.  His  parents  hstened  to  Chinese  pop, 
“music  that’s  from  their  childhood,”  he  says. 
People,  he  adds,  listen  to  music  that’s  familiar  to 
them  and  drawn  from  their  youth. 

In  the  Chinese  community  he  grew  up  in,  he 
says,  success  was  often  equated  with  financial 
rather  than  artistic  success.  In  his  own  family,  his 
career  choice  has  been  less  lucrative  than  that  of 
his  siblings.  His  brother,  for  example,  is  a  doctor 
and  his  sister  works  in  a  bank.  “Growing  up  in  my 
community  success  was  about  how  much  money 
you  made,”  says  So.  “I  have  to  constantly  keep 
reminding  myself  that  success  is  a  word.” 

Scientist  by  Day,  Musician  by  Night 

Like  many  local  Asian  American  musicians, 
bass  player  Jeff  Song  knows  how  hard  it  can 
be  to  earn  a  living  as  a  musician  in  the 
Boston  area.  A  “self-taught”  research  scientist  at  a 
Cambridge  bio-tech  firm  by  day,  Song  is  by  night 
a  musician  who  was  accompanying  Kevin  So  on 
bass  at  Johnny  D’s  last  week. 

A  Korean  American,  Song  came  to  Boston  from 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  1982  to  study  anthropology 
at  Boston  University  and  eventually  music  at  the 
New  England  Conservatory  of  Music.  He  has 
made  five  CDs,  and  describes  his  improvisational 
music  as  avant-garde  jazz  "I  guess  it’s  an 
acquired  taste.”  says  Song,  who  has  played  in  jazz 
and  rock  bands  and  for  a  while  made  his  living 
solely  as  a  musician,  often  playing  in  “lots  of  wed¬ 
ding  bands.” 

When  his  wife  went  back  to  school  seven  years 
ago,  Song  had  no  choice  but  to  take  a  day  job.  And 
with  the  birth  of  his  first  child  in  September,  a 
Continued  on  page  4 
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Continued  from  page  3 

full-time  day  job  became  a  necessity.  Playing  in 
wedding  bands,  he  says,  “was  not  that  fulfilling  for 
me.” 

“I  feel  I’ve  been  juggling  day  jobs  vs.  music  for 
much  of  my  life,”  says  Song,  who  began  playing 
piano  when  he  was  8  and  started  studying  cello  in 
the  fourth  grade.  A  classical  music  student  for  10 
years,  Song  discovered  the  bass  guitar  in  the  late 
1970s.  Like  many  youthful  Asian  American  musi¬ 
cians,  Song  discovered  that  studying  classical 
music  was  encouraged  by  his  parents  but  explor¬ 
ing  popular  musical  forms  was  considered  a  less 
noble  calling. 

“For  my  parents’  generation,  classical  music  is 
more  legitimate,”  says  Song,  who  adds  that  for  his 
Korean-born  parents  it  may  have  been  OK  to  go  to 
Juilliard  and  become  another  Yo-Yo  Ma,  but  not 
acceptable  to  be  a  player  in  a  rock  or  jazz  band.  “It 
was  not  a  happy  time  to  make  that  choice,”  he 
says  of  his  decision  to  explore  popular  music.  Song 
believes  that  the  parental  “support  will  get  better 
with  each  generation.”  If  his  son  Jacob  “decides  to 
be  a  musician  he’s  going  to  have  a  sympathetic  ear 
that  I  didn’t  have,”  he  says. 

In  an  effort  to  show  that  “Asian  Americans  are 
really  contributing  to  every  genre  of  music  out 
there,”  Song  last  year  founded  the  first  Boston 
Asian  American  Creative  Music  Festival,  which 
will  be  held  for  the  second  time  at  the  Cambridge 
Multicultural  Arts  Center  in  the  fall.  While  last 
fall’s  festival  performers  were  for  the  most  part 
Asians,  non-Asians  whose  music  has  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  Asian  forms  also  took  part.  Song  says  the 
music  and  the  sprit  of  the  playing  was  actually 
“more  important  than  any  actual  race  of  the  per¬ 
formers.” 

The  Asian  Music  Festival  “is  not  a  ‘world  music’ 
festival,”  says  Song,  who  also  performs  and 
records  non-traditional  music  on  the  kayagum,  a 
Korean  12-string  zither.  Song  points  out  that 
musicians  “performing  on  traditional  Asian 
instruments  should  be  doing  so  in  a  non-tradition¬ 
al  context. ’’One  goal  of  the  festival  is  to  present 
musicians  “who  offer  their  own  personal  and  often 
provocative  visions  of  music  that  draw  on  Asian 
American  experiences..  . Another  goal  of  the  festi¬ 
val  is  to  break  through  boundaries  of  color  and 
challenge  cultural  ideas  about  how  we  define  iden¬ 
tity  and  ethnicity.” 

Ironically,  the  Asian  character  of  the  festival 
has  turned  away  some  Asian  American  musicians, 
who  say  they  don’t  want  to  be  associated  with  a 
“race  specific”  event.  Musicians  want  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  good  players  above  and  beyond  their  racial 
identity,  Song  says. 

“Frankly,  I’m  still  not  sure  it’s  a  good  thing  or 
not,”  he  says  of  the  Festival’s  Asian  emphasis, 
adding  that  he  is  still  unsure  whether  an  Asian 
venue  helps  Asian  Americans  or  perpetuates  their 
status  as  novelty  acts.  Song,  nevertheless, 
believes  that  providing  local  Asian  musicians  with 
any  opportunity  to  perform  is  good  enough  reason 
to  hold  the  festival.  In  a  more  perfect  world,  such 
a  festival  would  perhaps  be  unnecessary,  he  says. 
‘If  race  issues  didn’t  exist  then  we  wouldn’t  need 
to  have  an  Asian  American  Music  Festival,”  he 
says. 

Like  So,  Song  says  race  continues  to  be  an  issue 
for  many  Asian  Americans  and  sometimes  for 
Asian  American  musicians.  And  while  many  peo¬ 
ple  may  suggest  that  race  relations  have  been 
changing  for  the  better  in  America,  Song  says  he 
isn’t  so  sure  that’s  true.  “I  don’t  think  it’s  changed 
too  much  at  all,”  he  says,  citing  a  recent  MSNBC 
Internet  headline  suggesting  that  figure  skater 


Michelle  Kwan  wasn’t  an  American.  ‘It’s  very  dis¬ 
turbing,”  he  says. 

‘In  America  you  are  treated  a  certain  way 
because  of  the  way  you  look,”  says  Song,  who  adds 
that  So  “wrote  this  great  song”  about  the  Kwan 
incident. 


While  Asian  American  musicians  aren’t  neces¬ 
sarily  playing  music  that  has  a  specific  Asian 
musical  influence,  many  may  draw  on  their  expe¬ 
riences  growing  up  Asian  or  living  in  the  US. 
Kevin  So,  for  example,  plays  music  that  is 
American  to  the  bone  yet  his  lyrics  certainly  sug¬ 
gest  his  experience  as  an  Asian  American,  Song 
says.  It’s  this  crossing  of  racial  and  cultural 
boundaries  that  seems  to  intrigue  Song  and  other 
Asian  American  musicians. 

Though  there  are  few  Asians  performing  folk 
and  blues,  Song  says  “it’s  not  imusual  to  see 
Asian  jazz  musicians”  in  Boston,  in  part  because 
there  are  many  Japanese  musicians  who  come  to 
Berkeley  College  of  Music  in  Boston  to  study.  ‘1 
think  it’s  growing  a  lot  and  that’s  a  good  thing.” 
Because  the  number  of  Asian  jazz  musicians  has 
been  growing  over  the  years,  race  is  less  likely  to 
be  a  significant  issue  for  them.  And  while  Asians 
are  slowly  making  inroads  into  popular  musical 
genres  such  as  rock  and  hip  hop  -  Cibo  Matta,  for 
example,  is  two  Japanese  women  who  record  hip 
hop  on  a  major  label  -  there’s  always  the  danger 
that  Asian  performers  will  be  turned  into  novelty 
acts.  “Can  musicians  be  considered  just  good  per¬ 
formers  and  good  artists”  and  “rise  above  novelty 
status”?  Song  asks.  Being  unique  can  work  for  a 
performer  but  “at  the  same  time  it’s  kind  of  bit¬ 
tersweet  recognition,”  he  says. 


A  Woman  in  Jazz 


For  jazz  musician  Jane  Wang,  the  fact  that 
she  is  Asian  has  little  to  do  with  her  music. 
When  she  was  growing  up  in  the  Boston 
area,  she  says  she  would  cringe  when  she  heard 
Peking  Opera  and  generally  rejected  that  side  of 


her  heritage.  “1  think  a  lot  of  Chinese  people  hate 
Chinese  culture,”  she  says,  adding  that  for  her  “a 
lot  of  it  has  to  do  with  the  way  women  were  treat¬ 
ed  in  Chinese  culture.”  Her  parents,  she  says,  also 
were  critical  of  Chinese  culture  and  appeared 
eager  to  start  new  fives  here.  And  while  she  says 
she  still  has  “problems  with  it  (Chinese  culture),” 
she  says  she  recently  attended  a  concert  by  jazz 
musician  Fred  Ho  that  made  her  think  differently 
about  it.  ‘Tm  just  starting  to  feel  there’s  some¬ 
thing  there  I  can  enjoy,”  she  says.  “I  actually  went 
to  see  Fred  Ho’s  show  in  New  York  and  he  had  a 
Chinese  singer  and  I  really  like  it.” 

Wang  suggests  that  Chinese  families  have  com¬ 
plex  attitudes  towards  music.  “My  brother  and  his 
wife  really  want  the  kids  to  study  music  like  vio¬ 
lin  or  piano,”  she  says.  “But  it’s  like,  god  forbid  you 
want  to  make  it  your  profession.”  Moreover,  clas¬ 
sical  is  generally  an  acceptable  genre  to  pursue, 
with  musicians  such  as  Yo-Yo  Ma  receiving  adula¬ 
tion.  But  jazz  and  rock  are  often  held  suspect. 

“I  think  classical  music  is  ahnost  like  a  more 
white  thing,”  she  says.  “It’s  more  upper  class  -  or, 
at  least,  it’s  perceived  that  way.”  Popular 
American  music  -  much  of  which  has  been 
inspired  by  African-American  rhythms  -  is  less 
likely  to  be  accepted.  Wang  suggests  that  white 
parents  may  hold  similar  views. 

Leaving  a  secure  working  life  for  the  unpre¬ 
dictability  of  a  jazz  musician’s  life  wasn’t  a  deci¬ 
sion  easily  accepted  by  Wang’s  mother.  “She  feels 
it’s  a  very  insecure  way  of  making  a  living,”  says 
Wang,  who  adds  that  jazz  and  popular  music  in 
general  may  be  associated  in  her  mother’s  mind 
with  drugs  and  alcohol.  In  Chinese  culture, 
“painters  are  respected,  musicians  are  ahnost 
prostitutes”  or  “street  people,”  she  says.  Her  moth¬ 
er,  she  says,  “has  an  idea  of  what  a  respectable  job 
is.” 

After  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1979,  Wang  worked  for  seven  years  as 
a  software  engineer  She  left  that  job  to  become  a 
boom  operator  in  the  film  industry.  Nine  years  ago 
she  decided  she  wanted  to  return  to  music.  She 
had  played  piano  into  her  early  20s  and  had  long 
been  interested  in  jazz  Wang  took  lessons  in 
acoustic  bass  and  now  plays  improvisational- style 
jazz  regularly  at  the  Malimo  Restaurant  on 
Massachusetts  Avenue  between  Harvard  and 
Central  Squares  and  at  Spontaneous  Celebration 
in  Jamaica  Plain. 

She  has  created  her  own  record  company  (Hao 
Records)  and  has  produced  three  CDs,  including 
“In  a  Stranger’s  Hand,”  on  which  she  performs 
with  a  group  of  Japanese  musicians;  and 
“Laundry  for  the  Nineties,”  where  she  plays  as  a 
member  of  the  Lydian  People’s  Front.  Leaving 
secure  jobs  with  steady  incomes  was  a  big  risk  for 
Wang,  who  has  been  living  largely  on  her  savings 
since  venturing  into  the  music  world. 

As  an  Asian  jazz  musician  Wang  says  she  has 
never  felt  discrimination.  Sometimes  she  beheves 
being  Asian  can  be  an  advantage.  “Asians  are  a 
little  more  acceptable  in  certain  kinds  of  black  cir¬ 
cles,”  she  says. 

Wang  says  a  recent  article  in  the  music  press 
highlighted  the  growing  profile  of  Asian  jazz  musi¬ 
cians.  She  says  she  sees  more  Asian  jazz  musi¬ 
cians  these  days  but  doesn’t  know  why  their  num¬ 
ber  is  growing.  She  speculates  that  it  could  be  con¬ 
nected  to  their  growing  participation  in  American 
life  and  culture.  “As  Asians  become  more  assimi¬ 
lated  into  the  culture  they  get  more  into  the  music 
of  this  culture  and  that  includes  black  music,”  she 
says. 


-Robert  O’Malley 


TELLERS  AND  CUSTOMER  RELATIONS 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Asian  American  Bank  «£:  Trust  Co.  is  looking  for  experienced 
Tellers  and  customer  Relations  Representatives  for  its  newest  branch 
opening  soon  in  Allston  In  addition  to  English,  candidates  should 
know  one  of  the  follow  ing  languages:  Chinese.  Vietnamese.  Korean 
or  Portuguese.  For  an  application,  please  stop  b\  one  of  our 
branches  or  call  (617)  695-2800  and  ask  for  Human  Resources:  or 

send  resume  to:  v -  asian  aviekk  an 

BANK  &  I  Kl  .ST  CO., 

68  Harrison  Ave., 

Boston.  MA  02111 
Vttn.  Human  Resources 


Sampan 


English  Editor 
Ruben  O  Malley 
Chinese  Editor 
Louise  Zhu 
Marketing  Director 
Evelyn  Tang 
Design  and  layout 
Robert  O  'Malley 
Louise  Zhu 

Typesetting/Chinese  Edition 

SI  NO  Graphics  A  Typesetting  Services 

Typesetting/English  Edition 

Robert  O’Malley,  Georgiana  Tam 

Printer 

Graphic  Developments  Inc. 


Sampan  is  a  non-profit,  non  partisan,  biweek¬ 
ly  newspaper  published  by  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association.  Sampan  is  free  and  is  distributed  in 
Chinatown  and  the  Greater  Boston  area. 

Sainpan  welcomes  all  donations,  which  are 
tax-deductible.  Send  letters  to  the  editor,  commen¬ 
taries,  calendar  events  and  advertising  for  publica¬ 
tion  to  90  Tyler  St.,  Boston.  MA  02111 
(617)42(^9492. 

Advertising  Rates:  $10  per  column  inch; 
$160  per  quarter  page:  $290 per  half  page.  There  are 
surcharges  for  translation  and/or  typesetting.  Dis¬ 
counts  arc  available  for  long-term  advertisers. 

Sampan  is  mailed  within  the  l  'V  upon  request 
via  third  class  postage  for  a  S. 10  charge  and  first  class 
postage  for  a  $60  charge. 


APRIL  17,  1998 


SAMPAN 


5 


Finding  Her  American  Dream 


By  Cecilia  Wong 

Like  tens  of  thousands  of  immigrants  before  her,  Jin  Kyu  Robertson 
came  to  America  to  pursue  her  dreams.  Bora  and  raised  in  South 
Korea,  she  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  22  to  work  as  a 
nanny  for  a  New  Jersey  family.  Now,  more  than  two  decades  later,  both 
Robertson  and  her  21-year-old  daughter,  Jasmin  Cho,  are  students  at 
Harvard  University.  Robertson  is  a  Ph  D.  candidate  in  History  and  East 
Asian  languages,  while  Cho,  a  junior,  is  a  double  major  in  govermnent  and 
East  Asian  studies.  Both  mother  and  daughter  speak  fluent  Korean, 
Japanese  and  English. 

Robertson  says  America  is  a  country  “full  of  opportunities.”  For  anyone 
who  wants  to  be  somebody  -  who  has  a  goal 
and  is  willing  to  work  hard  for  it,  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  here  are  limitless.  As  a  teaching  fel¬ 
low  at  Harvard,  Robertson  has  taught  tutori¬ 
al  courses  in  modern  Chinese  and  Japanese 
history,  culture,  economics,  and  politics.  She 
says  she  often  expresses  to  her  students  her 
optimism  about  America,  which  she  sees  as 
an  “equal  opportunity”  country  for  anyone 
who  wants  to  succeed.  In  terms  of  her  own 
career,  Robertson  beheves  America  has  so  far 
lived  up  to  her  expectations.  “I  think  it’s  a 
dream  come  true,”  she  says. 

Eager  to  escape  the  limited  roles  available 
to  women  in  her  home  country  27  years  ago, 

Robertson  sought  the  help  of  an  agency  rim 
by  two  Korean  brothers  who  served  as  a  go 
between  for  American  families  seeking  to 
employ  housemaids  from  South  Korea.  Since 
she  hadn’t  come  from  a  rich  family,  her  par 
ents  couldn’t  afford  to  send  her  to  college 
After  she  received  a  high  school  diploma, 

Robertson  started  working  at  a  hairpiece  fac¬ 
tory.  “| Back  then|,  in  Korea,  the  role  of 
women  fitting  in  society  was  very  limited,”  she  added  “Since  I  believe  in 
equal  opportunity.  America  will  give  me  a  chance  to  succeed.” 

Robertson  pointed  out  that  as  a  22  vear  old  woman,  she  was  worried  that 
the  brothers  might  try  to  sell  her  into  prostitution.  Her  parents  were  also 
frightened  by  the  thought  that  she  might  end  up  as  a  prostitute  in  the  United 
States.  “But  it  was  a  risk  I  had  to  take,”  Robertson  said,  “because  I  was 
determined  not  to  live  as  a  second-class  citizen  in  Korea  and  die  in  humilia 
tion  as  an  obedient  wife.” 

“I’ll  kill  myself  if  I  ended  up  in  bad  people’s  hand,  but  at  least  let  me  try,” 
she  thought  to  herself.  Thus  her  parents  scraped  together  enough  money  for 
her  to  buy  an  airline  ticket  and  to  have  $100  left  over  for  spending  money. 
When  you  are  desperate,  the  worst  fear  is  not  so  much  that  you  might  end 
up  in  the  wrong  hands,  but  that  you  might  miss  the  opportunity,  Robertson 
explained  “What  if  I  couldn't  go  at  all?”  she  asks.  Even  after  she  had  board¬ 
ed  the  plane  to  the  United  States,  she  says,  she  was  still  wondering  whether 
it  was  all  a  dream 

The  brothers  advised  Robertson  to  check  into  a  hotel  upon  her  arrival  in 
New  York  City.  She  said  she  stayed  in  an  inexpensive  motel  for  $18  a  night. 
On  the  following  day,  she  was  met  by  her  host  family  -  a  white  woman  in  her 
mid-60s,  her  two  grandchildren  (a  boy  and  a  girl),  and  her  son,  an  attorney 
who  signed  all  the  papers.  “They  liked  me,  and  took  me  to  their  home  in  New 
Jersey,”  Robertson  said.  Later  she  learned  that  her  sponsor  had  already 
hired  a  nanny  for  the  children.  They  couldn’t  wait  any  longer,  Robertson 
explained,  because  it  had  taken  her  two  years  to  get  her  visa/passport  clear¬ 
ance.  As  a  result,  Robertson  was  free  to  go  off  on  her  own.  With  $70  in  her 
pocket,  she  left  New  Jersey  and  made  her  way  to  New  York  City. 

Finding  a  Job 

Several  Korean  women  living  in  the  Bronx  happened  to  be  looking  for  a 
roommate,  so  Robertson  moved  in  with  them  and  began  her  new  life  in 
New  York  City.  With  $70  in  her  pocket,  she  was  worried  about  how  to 
support  herself  in  America.  With  the  help  of  her  next  door  Thai  neighbors, 
she  managed  to  land  a  job  as  a  hostess  at  a  Wall  Street  restaurant. 

After  working  the  afternoon  shift  for  about  two  months,  the  owner  asked 
her  if  she  would  be  interested  in  working  in  the  evening.  She  promptly  said 
yes.  “The  owners  and  customers  liked  me,”  Robertson  said.  “I’d  lost  some 
weight  and  was  down  to  110  pounds,  and  I  looked  so  cute.” 

Working  the  evening  shift,  Robertson  didn’t  leave  work  imtil  10:30  p.m. 
Every  night,  she  had  to  walk  through  a  black  neighborhood  where  groups  of 
men  stood  on  street  corners.  “Hi,  baby,”  they  would  say.  Instead  of  feeling 
threatened.  Robertson  was  happy  to  encounter  friendly  people.  “I  was  so 
happy  and  gratified,”  she  said  “I’m  ahve  with  these  people,  and  they’re 
talking  to  me.  I  hope  I’m  not  in  a  dream.”  She  said  she  wasn’t  the  least  bit 
afraid  because  she  was  new  to  the  coimtry  and  was  enamored  of  everyone 
she  met  and  everything  she  saw.  Sometimes  “ignorance  is  bliss,”  she  says. 

Robertson  said  as  soon  as  she  made  a  little  money  she  woidd  immediately 
send  it  home.  “I  wanted  to  prove  to  my  parents  that  I’m  no  prostitute,”  she 
said  "I  wanted  ray  parents  to  be  proud  of  me  ”  She  also  wanted  to  share  her 
excitement  with  them 

Earning  more  money  on  the  evening  shift,  she  bought  herself  a  radio  and 
a  television  for  the  first  time.  She  also  wanted  to  pay  off  the  loans  that  her 
parents  had  borrowed  for  her  passage  to  America  as  well  as  help  her  vounger 

brothers  in  South  Korea. 

Four  months  into  her  new  shift,  Robertson  encountered  some  Korean  cus¬ 
tomers  who  asked  her  why  she  hadn’t  considered  working  for  a  Korean 
restaurant.  They  told  her  that  there  was  a  brand  new  one  at  6th  Avenue  and 
56th  Street,  one  of  the  best  Korean  restaurants  in  town  Robertson  told 
them  that  she  had  no  waitressing  experience,  but  they  said  they  would  train 


her.  So  she  left  the  Jewish-owned  restaurant  and  began  waitressing  at  the 
new  Korean  restaurant. 

At  her  new  job,  Robertson  had  to  wear  the  traditional  Korean  dress.  She 
was  making  $500  to  $600  per  month.  In  1971,  she  says,  $600  was  a  lot  of 
money.  At  that  point,  Robertson  said,  ‘1  was  looking  for  ways  to  go  to  col¬ 
lege.” 

She  enrolled  in  the  City  College  system’s  Bernard  Baruch  College,  where 
she  took  two  English  courses  and  a  mathematics  coinse.  She  passed  the  two 
English  courses  and  excelled  in  mathematics.  She  said  her  school  counselor 
then  advised  her  to  take  courses  in  marketing  and  music.  Being  a  newcom¬ 
er  to  this  country,  Robertson  lacked  perspective  on  American  culture  And 
marketing,  she  explains,  is  steeped  in  culture.  “I  was  so  poor,  I  wasn’t  famil¬ 
iar  with  any  American  products... I  didn’t  have  any  idea  of  what  Chevrolet 

or  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  was,” 
Robertson  said.  “Nothing  made  any  sense  at 
all,  it  didn’t  come  out  in  the  book.” 

“I  was  sitting  in  the  class  and  strug¬ 
gling  through  it,”  Robertson  said.  She  said 
she  shed  many  tears  in  that  class.  Then  one 
day  Robertson  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  to 
her  instructor.  She  told  him  that  despite 
spending  long  hours  preparing  for  the  class, 
she  hadn’t  a  clue  as  to  what  he  was  saying  in 
class.  The  teacher  gave  her  some  extra  help 
after  class,  and  she  received  a  B  for  her  final 
grade.  The  best  part  at  City  College, 
Robertson  said,  was  that  she  took  calculus 
and  did  well  in  the  course.  After  attending 
college  in  New  York  for  two  years,  her 
friends  persuaded  her  to  move  to  Los 
Angeles  in  1974 

As  Robertson  recalls,  the  weather 
was  great  in  L  A.  The  Olympic  Boulevard 
was  lined  with  rows  of  palm  trees,  and  the 
air  was  beautiful  and  clean  There  were  lots 
of  Koreans  living  in  L  A.  “I  felt  great, 
because  no  one  was  looking  down  on  me;  I 
felt  equal  to  everyone,”  Robertson  said.  “I  finally  felt  vindicated  and  I  was 
happy  for  that  ” 

It  was  while  working  as  a  cocktail  waitress  at  a  Korean  bar  in  LA  that 
Robertson  met  her  future  husband  -  the  father  of  Jasmin.  One  evening  a 
Korean  guy  visited  the  bar  with  his  friends.  A  black  belt  in  Aikido,  he  came 
to  L  A  to  participate  in  a  tournament.  Robertson  said  she  thought  he  was 
handsome.  Later,  she  fomid  out  that  the  guy  with  the  black  belt  had  been 
looking  for  her  for  a  week  She  was  only  working  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
nights,  making  just  enough  money  to  pay  the  rent  and  college  tuition  at 
California  State  University  in  L  A. 

Robertson  finally  married  the  Korean  black  belt.  “I  beheve  in  women’s  lib, 
but  [my  husband]  is  a  conservative  guy,”  she  said.  Although  Robertson’s 
husband  was  trained  in  martial  arts,  he  didn’t  speak  any  English,  so  his 
business  wasn’t  flourishing.  He  opened  a  martial  arts  studio  and  did  a  bit  of 
carpentry  on  the  side  to  earn  extra  cash.  Robertson  got  a  job  as  an  accoun¬ 
tant.  After  seven  years  of  marriage,  they  had  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Eventually  they  moved  to  Seattle  to  join  her  husband’s  friends  there. 

Seattle  was  a  big  city,  Robertson  said.  The  weather  was  beautiful;  the 
mountains  were  tall;  and  the  people  were  very  nice.  But  one  day  her  car 
broke  down  on  the  highway,  and  for  the  first  time  since  she  was  in  America, 
she  felt  “poor.”  She  wanted  to  split  up  with  her  husband  who  decided  to 
return  to  South  Korea  with  the  children. 

Joining  the  Military 

Robertson  joined  the  U  S.  Army  in  the  fall  of  1976.  The  best  part  about 
the  army,  Robertson  said,  was  that  when  she  put  her  heart  and  soul 
into  her  training,  it  produced  results.  “I  was  so  good  in  ironing  my  uni¬ 
form  and  pohshing  my  boots  until  they  shined  that  I  stood  out  among  the  200 
cadets,”  she  added.  “I  became  the  number  one  among  200  trainees.” 

She  went  through  specialty  training  as  an  enlisted  soldier  with  no  college 
degree.  Put  in  charge  of  specialty  supply,  Robertson  was  responsible  for 
logistics,  accounting,  and  acquisition  forms.  To  complete  her  training,  she 
enrolled  in  a  self-paced  course.  Normally  it  takes  five  weeks  to  pass  15  tests, 
but  Robertson  made  it  through  in  15  days  and  did  well  in  all  15  exams  “The 
whole  place  was  watching  for  my  record-setting  100  percent  test  scores,” 
Robertson  said. 

The  U  S.  Army  eventually  dispatched  Robertson  to  South  Korea.  “1  was 
very  happy  to  see  my  daughter  again  ...  she  didn’t  recognize  me.  My  parents 
were  in  tears.  I  was  wearing  the  U  S.  Army  uniform,  and  I  wasn’t  able  to  get 
through  ...I  was  in  a  very  emotional  state,”  Robertson  said.  “I  was  hoping 
that  it  wasn’t  a  dream,  a  dream  that  I’m  going  wake  up  from.” 

In  1986,  Robertson  applied  for  a  position  as  a  North-East  Asian  speciahst 
(a  foreign  liaison  officer)  in  Japan.  She  made  a  special  trip  to  Washington 
D  C.  to  find  out  why  her  application  for  that  position  was  turned  down  She 
also  wanted  some  advice  on  what  she  could  do  to  improve  her  chances  of  get¬ 
ting  that  assignment 

According  to  Robertson,  her  superiors  in  D  C  said  her  request  was  tinned 
down  because  she  was  a  woman  They  said  jokingly,  “Japanese  and  Korean 
men  don’t  want  to  do  business  with  a  woman,  if  we  send  you  there,  it's  not 
going  to  be  effective  ”  Robertson  didn’t  make  a  big  fuss  about  it;  she  just  lis¬ 
tened  quietly,  then  reminded  her  superiors  that  she  had  just  come  from 
Korea,  where  she  had  been  a  company  commander  in  charge  of  a  200-man 
platoon 

Her  superiors  knew  about  her  outstanding  track  record  While  she  was 
company  commander  in  Korea,  she  experienced  very  little  resistance  from 
the  men  imder  her  because  she  was  well-informed,  cared  about  her  job,  and 
spoke  fluent  Korean. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Jin  Kyu  Robertson  (r)  with  her  daughter,  Jasmin  Cho,  at 
Harvard  University. 


6 


SAMPAN 


APRIL  17,  1998 


STORIES 


Finding  Her  American  Dream 

Continued  from  page  5 

In  fact,  ‘1  gave  the  Korean  men  an  ego-boost,”  Robertson  said.  “I  had  the 
power  to  sign  pay  checks,  to  make  recommendations  for  promotion.  And  even 
American  GIs  were  taking  orders  from  me,  a  Korean  woman,  and  it  helped 
solve  the  problem  of  playing  favoritism.”  Furthermore,  she  added,  “I  under¬ 
stand  human  psychology  and  needs;  I’m  able  to  empathize  with  the  other 
party,  and  we  work  and  prosper  together.”  Robertson  said  she  enjoyed  great 
success  in  her  job  because  she  was  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  tasks  at  hand. 

Robertson  told  her  superiors:  “Let  me  be  the  first  guinea  pig.”  Her  strate¬ 
gy  worked.  Soon  they  were  sending  her  to  a  language  school  to  learn 
Japanese  and  graduate  school  to  learn  more  about  East  Asia.  She  applied  to 
Harvard  University  in  1988  and  was  admitted  in  the  fall  of  1989.  Robertson 
had  to  defer  her  enrollment  at  Harvard  in  order  to  attend  a  language  school 
in  Monterey. 

Robertson  said  learning  Japanese  was  relatively  easy  for  her  because  she 
knows  Korean  and  the  languages  have  certain  similarities.  She  also  helped 
her  fellow  officers  with  mastering  the  language.  Once  again  she  made  the 
highest  grade  in  the  language  exam.  No  one  has  ever  achieved  those  kinds 
of  record- setting  exam  scores. 

Robertson  completed  her  graduate  degree  in  East  Asian  regional  studies  at 
Harvard  in  1992,  and  was  dispatched  overseas  to  Japan  where  she  was  the 
first  woman  to  serve  as  a  liaison  officer  for  the  defense  force.  She  spent  four 
and  half  years  in  Japan.  Her  role  was  to  minimize  misunderstanding 
between  the  Japanese  and  American  forces. 

According  to  Robertson,  Japanese  society  emphasizes  social  life:  social 
drinking,  singing  karaoke,  and  playing  golf  all  play  a  role  in  developing  rela¬ 
tionships.  Robertson  participated  in  all  these  social  functions,  going  to  din¬ 
ner,  drinking  with  the  men,  stopping  at  the  first,  second,  and  third  drinking 
spots  to  socialize.  She  also  sharpened  her  golf  skills,  playing  on  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  -  the  days  that  American  officers  preferred  to  spend  with  their 
families. 


‘1  became  so  important  to  these  [Japanese  officers],”  Robertson  said  “It 
smoothes  the  path,  creating  human  relationships.”  Robertson  said  she 
became  such  an  important  connection  to  them  that  they  sometimes  dis¬ 
cussed  important  matters  with  her. 

Robertson  said  her  message  to  people  is  that  a  woman  can  do  anything  she 
wants.  A  woman,  she  says,  can  effectively  combine  management  and  hiunan 
relationship  skills. 

America  is  full  of  opportunities,  she  said.  If  a  person  wants  something 
badly  enough,  he  or  she  shouldn’t  take  “no”  for  an  answer.  “My  superiors 
had  the  wrong  perception  that  women  are  not  as  competent  or  effective  as 
men  in  terms  of  doing  business  in  the  Far  East,”  Robertson  said.  ‘1  wanted 
to  prove  them  wrong.”  And  while  she  admitted  that  a  woman  has  to  work 
harder  than  men,  she  refuses  to  allow  herself  to  be  constrained  by  the  “glass 
ceiling.”  She  pointed  out  that  she  went  to  Washington  to  open  up  a  dialogue 
with  her  superiors.  She  accomplished  her  goals  by  establishing  effective 
hiunan  relationships.  The  result  was  that  she  finally  got  what  she  wanted. 

Robertson  said  she  also  wants  to  change  an  American  misconception  that 
Asian  men  don’t  want  to  do  business  with  women,  she  added.  ‘1  consider 
opening  doors  for  other  women  to  be  one  of  the  highlights  of  my  life... and 
even  going  through  all  those  obstacles  was  worth  it,”  Robertson  said. 

Robertson  is  currently  working  on  a  memoir  spanning  three  generations  of 
her  family:  her  father,  herself,  and  her  daughter.  She  has  completed  the 
first  draft  about  her  father’s  generation.  She  said  she  did  a  lot  of  research 
on  forced  labor  in  Japan,  learning  in  the  process  that  her  father  was  practi¬ 
cally  abducted  to  Japan  to  work  in  the  mines.  It  was  very  dangerous,  she 
said.  He  could  have  been  killed  at  any  moment. 

She  said  the  professors  at  Harvard  are  very  excited  about  her  book  because 
it  contains  much  information  on  forced  labor  during  the  World  War  II  peri¬ 
od.  Robertson  said  Koreans  of  her  father’s  generation  were  treated  like 
slaves  and  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  barrel,  she  said  But  during  her  assign¬ 
ment  to  Japan,  she  was  the  VIP;  everywhere  she  went,  she  was  welcomed 
and  praised,  allowing  her  the  opportunity  to  see  her  life  from  a  new  per¬ 
spective. 


See  the  Housing  Feature  in  the  May  15  Sampan 
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MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 
TRANSPORTATION  BUILDING 
10  PARK  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02116-3975 

NOTICE  TO  BIDDERS 


Scaled  bids  for  MBTA  Contract  No.  U 1 6CN0 1 .  REPLACEMENT  OF  HVAC  UNITS,  S I  and  S2. 
McSweeney  Bus  Garage.  Charlestown.  MA  will  be  received  by  the  Deputy  Director  of  Construction, 
Contracts,  at  the  Contract  Administration  Office.  5th  Floor.  Room  5610.  Transportation  Building.  10  Park 
Plaza.  Boston.  Massachusetts.  021  16-3975.  until  two  o'clock  (2:00  p.m.t  on  April  .30.  1998.  Immediately 
thereafter,  in  a  designated  room,  the  Bids  will  be  opened  and  read  publicly. 

Work  consists  of  removal  and  replacement  of  existing  heating,  ventilation  and  air  conditioning  Units  S I 
and  S2.  with  new  units,  electrical,  mechanical  and  other  related  work. 

Bidding  documents  may  be  obtained  from  the  Contract  Administration  Office  at  the  address  above,  on 
April  10.  1998.  from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:00  p  in..  Monday  through  Friday,  at  a  charge  of  S25  per  copy.  The 
Authority’s  STANDARD  SPECIFICATIONS.  BIDDING  AND  CONTRACT  REQUIREMENTS  AND 
DIVISION  I  -  GENERAL  REQUIREMENTS  dated  November.  1983,  is  available  at  a  charite  of  S5.00  per 
copy.  Authority's  STANDARD  SPECIFICATION.  CONSTRUCTION,  dated  January.  1980.  is  available 
at  a  charge  of  SI  5.00  per  copy  Bidding  documents  will  be  sent  upon  request  and  receipt  of  an  additional 
fee  of  S 1 5.00,  payable  by  separate  check.  Bidding  documents  will  be  forwarded  by  Air  Freight,  where  such 
service  is  available,  at  the  expense  of  the  plan  holder.  NONE  OF  THESE  CHARGES  ARE 
REFUNDABLE. 

Bidders  attention  is  directed  to  Appendix  1.  Goals  and  Timetables  for  Female  and  Minority  Participation  in 
the  Construction  Industry;  and  to  Appendix  2.  Supplemental  Equal  Employment  Opportunity.  Anu- 
Discrimination.  and  Affirmative  Action  Program  in  the  specifications.  In  addition,  pursuant  to  the 
requirements  of  Appendix  3.  Disadvantaged  Business  Enterprise  (DBE)  Participation  Provision.  Bidders 
must  submit  an  assurance  with  their  Bids  that  they  will  make  sufficient  and  reasonable  efforts  to  meet  the 
staled  DBE  goal  of  10  percent. 

Bidders  will  affirmatively  ensure  that  in  regard  to  any  contract  entered  into  pursuant  to  this  solicitation, 
minority  and  female  construction  contractors  will  be  afforded  full  opportunity  to  submit  Bids  and  will  not 
be  discriminated  against  on  the  grounds  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex.  age.  or  national  origin  in  consideration 
for  tin  award. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  comply  with  Federal  Equal  Employ  ment  Opportunity  Regulations  and  the 
President  s  Executive  Order  No.  1 1 246  and  any  amendments  or  supplements  thereto. 

Authorization  lor  the  Bidders  to  view  the  site  of  the  work  on  the  MBTA’s  property  shall  be  obtained  from 
the  Project  Manager.  Robert  R  Fagolie  at  (617)  222-5233  Ihe  Authority  will  conduct  an  inspection  lour 
of  the  site  on  April  17.  1998.  Bidders  are  requested  to  be  present  in  the  Bus  Operations  Conference  Room. 
Second  Floor.  McSweeney  Bus  Garage.  Charlestown.  MA  at  10:00  A  M  to  participate  in  the  lour 
Bidders  are  advised  that  they  should  have  representation  at  this  tour  as  no  extra  visits  arc  planned 

A  prebid  conference  will  be  held  on  April  17,  1998  at  1 1  00  A.M.  at  the  Bus  Operations  Conference 


Room,  second  floor.  McSweeney  Bus  Garage.  Charlestown.  MA. 

Any  request  tor  interpretation  ol  the  Plans  and  Specifications  should  be  submitted  in  writing  at  the  same 
time. 

Bidders  will  be  required  to  certify  as  part  of  their  bids  that  they  are  able  to  furnish  labor  that  can  work  in 
harmony  with  all  other  elements  ol  labor  employed  or  to  be  employed  on  the  work. 

This  Contract  is  subject  to  minimum  State  wage  rates  as  well  as  all  other  applicable  labor  laws. 

Bid  Guaranty  shall  consist  of  a  bid  deposit  in  the  amount  of  five  (5)  percent  of  the  value  of  the  bid.  in  the  form 
ol  a  bid  bond.  cash,  certified  check,  treasurer's  or  cashier's  check. 

The  successful  Bidder  shall  be  required  to  furnish  a  Performance  Bond  and  a  Labor  and  Materials  Payment 
Bond  each  for  the  full  amount  of  the  Contract  price. 

The  Authority  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  Bids,  to  waive  informalities,  to  advertise  for  new  Bids  or 
proceed  to  do  the  work  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  to  he  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Authority. 

This  information  may  be  viewed  at  the  MBTA  website  :  http//www. mbta.com/mfo/ 

Plans  and  specifications  may  also  be  viewed  at  the  following  locations: 


Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Small  Business 
One  South  Station  3rd  Floor 
Boston.  MA  021  10 

Women's  Business  Enterprise  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  132 
385  Blue  Hill  Dnve 
Westwood.  MA  02090 


Old  Colony  Communications  Office 
395  Washington  Street 
Braintree.  M A  02184 


MASSACHUSETTS  BAY  TRANSPORTATION  AUTHORITY 


Date:  April  10,  1998 


By:  Patrick  J.  Moymhan 

Secretary  and  MBTA  Chairman 


Robert  H.  Prince.  Jr. 
General  Manager 


APRIL  17,  1998 
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CCBA  Never  Repaid  Misused  Money 


When  the  Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association  (CCBA)  was  given  money  by 
Chinatown  medical  institutions  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  SCM  building  at  50  Herald  Street  in 
1985,  it  agreed  to  use  the  community  benefit  to 
develop  “new”  affordable  housing  for  the  Chinese 
community. 

But  between  1991  and  1995,  CCBA  was  using 
rental  income  and  interest  generated  from  the 
building  to  cover  its  own  expenses,  which  included 
banquets,  legal  fees,  and  expenses  associated  with 
a  volleyball  tournament.  And  while  the  money 
from  the  account  was  apparently  taken  with  the 
intention  of  someday  repaying  the  fund,  none 
of  the  estimated  $672,398  in  community 
housing  funds  used  during  that  five-year 
period  has  been  paid  back. 

In  recent  years  CCBA  has  been  renting  the 
SCM  building  to  the  88  Supermarket  and 
using  the  money  to  repay  loans  the  organiza¬ 
tion  took  out  several  years  ago  to  finance  the 
purchase  of  Tai  Tung  Village,  a  214-unit 
housing  complex  in  Chinatown.  The  Herald 
Street  building  has  been  generating  an  esti¬ 
mated  $100,000  in  annual  income  for  CCBA. 

Although  using  the  money  to  purchase  Tai 
Tung  Village  has  been  justified  by  CCBA’s 
lawyers  as  well  as  some  members  of  the 
Chinese  community  as  an  appropriate  use  for 
the  SCM  money  -  including  CCBA’s  former 
auditor  Paul  Chan  -  the  SCM  money  that  was 
spent  prior  to  the  Tai  Tung  purchase  has 
never  been  adequately  accoimted  for  by 
CCBA  officials.  While  the  CCBA  Council 
annually  approved  the  spending  of  the  SCM 
money,  the  issue  was  never  brought  to  the  broad¬ 
er  Chinese  community  to  determine  its  views  on 
the  matter. 

In  the  past,  CCBA  officials  have  either  been 
reluctant  to  talk  about  the  issue  or  said  they  knew 
little  about  it.  Moreover,  no  one  in  the  Chinese 
community  has  come  forward  to  protest  the  bla¬ 
tant  misuse  of  the  funds  by  CCBA  or  called  for  a 
full  accounting  of  how  the  money  was  spent  over 
the  years.  CCBA’s  new  president,  Robert  Leung, 
declined  to  talk  with  the  Sampan  about  how  the 
money  was  spent,  saying  he  didn’t  have  to  reveal 
such  financial  information  to  the  newspaper. 
Leimg,  who  has  only  been  CCBA’s  president  for 
about  three  months,  also  said  he  wasn’t  well 
enough  informed  on  the  SCM  issue  to  discuss  it. 

While  many  members  of  the  community  can 
rationahze  using  the  money  to  purchase  Tai  Timg 
Village  -  even  though  the  purchase  did  not  create 
“new”  housing  -  few  could  justify  its  use  for  ban¬ 
quets  and  strictly  CCBA  affairs. 

A  Memorandum  of  Understanding  signed  by 
CCBA,  the  Trustees  of  Tufts  College,  and  the  New 
England  Medical  Center  in  1983  states  that  the 
building  was  to  be  used  to  increase  affordable 
housing  in  the  Chinese  community. 

“The  Association  agrees  to  use  such  funds  only 
to  increase  the  availability  of  adequate  affordable 
housing  within  Chinatown  and  its  immediate 
environs,”  the  Memorandum  states.  The  SCM 
building  was  given  to  CCBA  on  behalf  of  the 
Chinese  community  in  return  for  Chinatown  sup¬ 
port  for  several  institutional  building  projects  in 
the  Chinatown  area  in  the  1980s. 

CCBA  lawyers  concluded  that  SCM  money 
could  be  used  to  purchase  Tai  Tung  Village 
because  its  purchase  was  meant  to  preserve  the 
housing  development’s  long-term  affordability 
after  a  federal  mortgage  expires  in  2014,  accord¬ 
ing  to  former  CCBA  president  Wilson  Lee. 

Although  there  is  no  restriction  in  the  deed 
requiring  Tai  Tung  Village  to  remain  affordable 
after  the  HUD  mortgage  expires,  the  Tai  Tung 
tenants  who  asked  CCBA  to  purchase  the  housing 
complex  apparently  believe  that  a  community 
organization  such  as  CCBA  will  be  less  likely  to 
take  advantage  of  the  building’s  projected  rise  in 
value  after  2014,  said  former  CCBA  auditor  Paul 
Chan.  He  said  some  understanding  was  reached 
between  CCBA  and  HUD  that  CCBA  would  help 
the  residents  convert  the  building  to  resident - 
owned  cooperatives.  “Compared  to  other  uses, 
CCBA  putting  that  money  into  Tai  Tung  is  the 
least  of  my  concerns."  said  Chan,  who  explained 
that  using  SCM  money  to  purchase  the  building 
was  at  least  connected  to  its  intended  housing  use. 

The  SCM  debacle,  however,  shows  the  serious 
flaws  in  the  way  Chinatown  community  benefits 
have  been  distributed  and  the  lack  of  accountabil¬ 
ity  of  CCBA,  which  in  several  instances  has 


received  them.  The  medical  institutions,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  made  no  effort  to  ensure  that  CCBA  lived  up 
to  the  agreement  spelled  out  in  the  Memorandiun 
after  it  received  approval  to  move  ahead  with  its 
projects.  Nor  has  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  stepped  into  the  breach  to  take  a  closer 
look  at  the  issue.  Other  organizations  in 
Chinatown  -  several  of  which  have  been  vocal  on 
issues  such  as  the  construction  of  a  garage  on 
Parcel  C  -  have  also  declined  to  speak  out  force¬ 
fully  against  the  misuse  of  the  money.  After 
receiving  this  community  benefit,  CCBA  appar¬ 
ently  determined  that  the  SCM  money  belonged  to 


it  rather  than  to  the  community. 

Some  $672,000  Was  Spent 

From  1991  to  1995,  CCBA  used  some 
$672,000  in  SCM  money  to  cover  various 
expenses,  according  to  financial  statements 
filed  with  the  state  Attorney  General’s  Division  of 
Public  Charities.  CCBA  transferred  the  following 
sums  from  the  SCM  account  to  be  used  for  operat¬ 
ing  accounts  and  expenses  from  1991  to  1995:  In 
1991  -  $156,887;  in  1992  -  $88,903;  in  1993  - 
$87,358;  in  1994  -  $110,199  (includes  interest); 
and  in  1995  -$229,051  (includes  interest). 
Between  1991  and  1995,  the  organization  spent 
about  $650,108  in  SCM  funds.  It  is  tmclear  if  any 
of  the  funds  transferred  from  the  SCM  account  in 
1994  and  1995  were  spent  on  the  purchase  of  Tai 
Tvmg  Village,  though  CCBA’s  accountant,  Gary 
Yee,  and  Chan  said  money  used  for  that  purpose 
would  most  likely  not  have  been  included  in  the 
SCM  transfer  figure. 

In  notes  included  in  the  statements,  the  accoun¬ 
tants  state  that  while  the  CCBA  board  said  the 
SCM  funds  would  be  paid  back  to  the  SCM 
account  when  money  becomes  available,  “the 
interfund  loans  are  to  be  considered  permanent 
transfers,  principally  because  contemplated 
sources  of  funds  for  repayment  are  not  readily 
available.” 

CCBA  formally  began  dipping  into  the  restrict¬ 
ed  funds  in  1990  when  the  CCBA  Council  passed 
a  resolution  allowing  interest  from  the  funds  to  be 
used  for  specific  purposes.  Eventually  CCBA 
began  using  the  SCM  rental  income  in  addition  to 
interest  income  in  order  to  cover  its  own  expens¬ 
es.  This  money  was  used  during  the  presidencies 
of  Bing  Wong,  Paul  Wong,  and  Reggie  Wong. 
Wilson  Lee  says  that  during  his  administration 
SCM  money  was  used  only  to  repay  loans  taken 
out  to  purchase  Tai  Tung  Village. 

“Obviously,  the  diversion  has  gone  much  beyond 
current  interest  and  clearly  without  Council 
approval,”  wrote  Chan  in  1994  after  being  elected 
CCBA’s  new  auditor.  In  the  same  statement, 
Chan  noted:  “There  has  been  talks  within  the 
community,  even  among  those  who  represented 
CCBA  in  the  negotiation  with  Tufts  and  NEMC, 
that  CCBA  ought  to  pay  back  the  funds  ‘borrowed’ 
from  that  account.  There  has  been  also  talks  of 
bringing  CCBA  to  court  on  this  if  CCBA  fails  to  do 
so.”  No  action,  however,  has  ever  been  taken  on 
the  matter  to  address  the  misuse  of  the  money 
Even  after  Chan  brought  out  the  fact  that  the 
money  was  being  misused,  the  money  continued  to 
be  spent  at  an  even  faster  clip  -  doubling  to  a 
whopping  $229,051  in  1995  -  during  Reggie 
Wong’s  term  as  president  and  Chan’s  term  as 
auditor. 

Chan  said  that  while  the  70-member  CCBA 


Council  apparently  beheves  it  can  spend  the 
money  with  impunity,  no  other  community  orga¬ 
nizations  or  members  have  been  surveyed  to 
determine  their  views  on  the  issue.  Chan  suggest¬ 
ed  that  it  was  unclear  if  the  CCBA  Council  speaks 
for  the  larger  community  on  this  issue.  “It’s  up  to 
the  community  and  the  Attorney  General’s  office 
to  decide  whether  they  should  pay  back  [the 
money],”  Chan  said. 

One  member  of  the  community,  who  wished  to 
remain  anonymous,  said  the  SCM  money  -  if  it 
had  not  been  misspent  by  CCBA  in  the  past  - 
would  have  been  available  now  to  cover  the  initial 
costs  of  exploring  ways  to  develop  housing  on 
Parcel  C  in  Chinatown. 

Chan  said  last  month  that  “there  was 
absolutely  no  way  for  us  to  know”  how  the 
money  had  been  spent  in  previous  adminis¬ 
trations.  He  said  some  of  the  money  was 
used  during  Reggie  Wong’s  term  to  purchase 
Tai  Tvmg  Village,  but  he  suggested  that  that 
sum  would  have  been  in  addition  to  the 
money  transferred  to  cover  operating 
accounts  and  expenses.  The  money  was  obvi¬ 
ously  not  used  to  maintain  its  building  at  90 
Tyler  Street,  which  has  had  a  serious  water 
leakage  problem  and  a  poor  heating  system 
that  has  required  employees  of  the  Asian 
American  Civic  Association  to  use  small 
electric  heaters  during  the  winter.  Often  cir¬ 
cuit  overloads  regularly  blow  fuses.  The 
building  at  90  Tyler  St.  was  purchased  from 
the  City  of  Boston  for  $1  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  it  would  be  used  as  a  commu¬ 
nity  center. 

Wilson  Lee,  who  was  CCBA  president  from  1996 
to  1997,  said  he  didn’t  allow  any  SCM  funds  to  be 
spent  on  CCBA  expenses  dining  his  tenure  He 
said  SCM  money  was  only  used  to  make  payments 
on  the  $500,000  bank  loan  taken  out  by  CCBA  to 
purchase  Tai  Tung  Village.  A  second  loan  was  also 
taken  out  after  the  first  became  due.  He  said 
CCBA  only  pvnchased  the  housing  complex  to  help 
out  the  tenants,  who  “didn’t  want  Boston 
Financial  to  have  too  much  say  in  running  Tai 
Tung  Village.”  Lee  said  he  had  no  choice  but  to 
spend  SCM  money  to  service  the  Tai  Tvmg  loan.  ‘T 
had  no  choice.  How  are  we  going  to  pay  the  loan?” 
he  said. 

CCBA  purchased  Tai  Tung  Village  in  1994  for 
more  than  $800,000,  financing  the  sale  with  a 
$500,000  loan  from  the  Shawmut  Bank  and  an 
estimated  $350,000  in  SCM  income.  According  to 
CCBA  officials,  CCBA  has  no  access  to  rental 
income  from  Tai  Tvmg  Village  until  the  40-year, 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  low-interest  mortgage  expires  in  2014. 

“CCBA  cannot  touch  any  money  from  Tai  Tvmg 
Village  till  2014,”  Lee  said.  “I  don’t  think  CCBA’s 
mission  is  to  make  money  off  that  building.”  In 
theory,  however,  once  the  HUD  loan  is  paid  off  in 
2014,  CCBA  could  earn  profits  from  the  building, 
though  Lee  argues  the  money  would  likely  be  rein¬ 
vested  to  maintain  the  building. 

Lee  said  that  the  money  taken  out  of  the  SCM 
fund  was  “always  considered  a  loan.”  He  said  the 
problem  with  earlier  CCBA  administrations  was 
that  they  used  the  SCM  money  to  cover  operating 
deficits.  He  said  they  were  living  beyond  their 
means,  spending  more  money  than  they  were  tak¬ 
ing  in.  ‘During  my  two  years  I  was  very  very  fru¬ 
gal  with  the  money,”  he  says,  adding  that  SCM 
funds  covered,  among  other  things,  overspending 
on  a  volleyball  tournament  during  Reggie  Wong’s 
term.  The  quickest  way  to  solve  previous  budget 
gaps  was  to  dip  into  the  SCM  fund.  “I’m  not 
defending  my  predecessors,”  says  Lee,  who  adds 
that  “when  CCBA  has  money  they  should  pay  all 
the  money.” 

That,  however,  appears  unlikely,  since  there 
currently  appears  to  be  no  clear-cut  mechanism  to 
hold  an  organization  like  CCBA  accountable  for 
appropriately  using  a  community  benefit. 

In  1994,  Chan  noted  in  a  report  on  CCBA’s 
finances  that  the  accoimt  should  have  had  about 
$900,000  if  money  had  not  been  diverted  to  other 
uses.  The  SCM  account  currently  has  $75,472, 
according  to  newly  elected  CCBA  treasurer  Poy 
Ho,  who  said  money  from  the  account  is  now  being 
used  to  repay  the  Tai  Tung  Village  loan.  He  said 
he  uses  $3,326  in  SCM  funds  per  month  to  repay 
the  loan 

■Robert  O’Malley 
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APARTMENTS 
PEABODY  REALTY  TRUST  - 

195  Ashmont  St., 
Dorchester,  MA  02 1 24 
Studio  -  500.00 

2  bed  -  625.00 

3  bed  -  750.00 
5  bed  -  1200.00 

Income  eligibility 
limits  apply. 

Application  period 
April  15  -  May  1.  1998 
Date  of  Occupancy  : 

June  1,  1998 
No  interpreters  on  staff. 
The  1810  Realty  Group.  Inc., 
195  Ashmont  St..  Suite  Bl, 
Dorchester.  MA  02124 
(617)  282-0700. 


orrwmwmr 


CALENDAR 


“That  Gentleman  From  China”:  April  23-May  3.  At  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute’s  new  Tremont  Theater,  270 
Tremont  St.,  Boston.  Performances  are  at  8  p.m.  on  April 
23,  24,  30,  and  May  1,  and  at  2:30  p.m.  on  April  25,  26,  May 
2,  and  May  3.  An  original  play  by  Doris  Chu,  directed  by 
Alexander  Chirkov,  based  on  the  true  story  of  the  first 
Chinese  merchant  who  came  to  Boston  in  1850,  married  an 
Irish  woman,  had  four  children,  was  a  successful  gentleman 
in  Boston  society,  and  returned  to  China  in  1878.  Produced 
by  Asia  on  Stage/Chinese  Culture  Institute  and  the  Chekov 
Theatre  &  Film  Co.  Tickets  $20;  discounts  available  to 
groups,  students  and  seniors.  For  info  call  542-4599. 

12th  Hai-Hwa  Chinese  Music  &  Dance  Festival: 

April  25  and  26,  7:30  p.m.,  Tsai  Performance  Center  of 
Boston  University,  685  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston. 

Events  include:  Children  Angel  Chorus;  “Little  Deer  and 
Their  Angel”  (an  Operetta);  Traditional  Chinese  Dance 


Troupe;  “The  Goddess  Strews  Flowers”  (A  Chinese  dance 
Drama).  Donation  $10  per  performance.  For  info  and  to 
order  tickets  call  the  American  Chinese  Art  Society  at  (617) 
332-5376  or  (718)938-9900.  Checks  may  be  sent  to  111 
Truman  Rd.,  Newton,  MA  02159. 

APAAC  Spring  Strategy  Summit:  Will  Asian  Pacific 
Americans  Be  Heard  in  1998?:  April  25,  8:30  a  m.  to  1  p.m., 
UMass  Boston,  Chancellor’s  Conference  Room,  100 
Morrissey  Blvd.,  Boston.  Pre-registration  required. 
Sponsored  by  the  Asian  Pacific  American  Agenda  Coalition. 
For  info  call  Hiep  Chu  at  287-5653. 

A  Salute  to  Grandparents  Day:  April  25,  11  a  m. -2 
p.m.,  Blue  Hill  Avenue  Boys  and  Girls  Club,  15  Talbot  Ave., 
Dorchester.  Music,  games,  prizes.  A  free  event. 

Opera  Gala:  April  19,  7:30  P.m.,  Jordan  Hall. 

Performing  will  be  soprano  Guiping  Deng,  mezzo-soprano 
Gale  Fuller,  tenor  Maxwell  Li,  baritone  Ke-Qing  Liu,  and 
Pianist  Long  Wu. 


Part-time  Program  Director 


Urban  Leadership  Program  in  Clinical  Social  Work  (20  hrs/week) 
The  Simmons  College  School  of  Social  Work  and  four  community  agencies 
are  co-partners  in  the  Urban  Leadership  Program  in  Clinical  Social  Work. 
The  program  seeks  an  energetic  individual  to  direct  the  program,  which  will 
train  social  workers  and  urban  paraprofessionals  for  leadership  roles  in  urban 
community  practice. 

The  Program  Director  will  direct  the  ongoing  development  of  the  program, 
write  grants  and  seek  funding,  act  as  a  liaison  to  the  Advisory  Board  and  the 
Simmons  faculty,  facilitate  meetings  of  the  partners  involved  in  the  program, 
and  assist  in  program  marketing  and  recruitment. 

Requirements  for  the  position  are: 

•  An  MSW  and  minimum  of  5  years  of  experience  in  social  work  or  human 
services  in  an  urban  setting 

•  Strong  oral  and  written  communication  skills 

•  Demonstrated  skills  in  community  and  consensus  building,  political  action 
and  networking 

•  Knowledge  of  the  Boston  community 

Applicants  of  color  are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply.  Please  send  resume 
and  a  letter  of  interest  by  May  1,  1998. 


Carol  E.  Bonner,  Associate  Dean 
Simmons  College  School  of  Social  Work 

51  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02116 

Fax:  (617)  521-3980 

Email:  cbonner@simmons.edu 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 

ATTORNEY 

One  Boston  Place 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  723-6200 
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★  Permanent  Resident  Status 

★  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

★  Temporary  Work  Visas 

★  Labor  Certifications 

★  Investors 

★  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 
if  Deportation  Proceedings 


★  AH 


^  south  cove 

community  health  center 

A  Regional  Primary  &  Preventive  Care  Provider  for  the  Asian  Community  in  Greater  Boston 


I  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 
Annual  Health  Fair 
April  28, 1998  (Tuesday) 

PLACE:  885  WASHINGTON  STREET  TIME:  8*30  a.m.  4:00  p.m. 


FREE  HEALTH  SCREENING/COUNSELING 

Blood  Pressure 

Height  &  Weight 

Glucometer 

Mental  Health  Counseling 

Cholesterol 

Nutrition  Counseling 

PPD  Test 

Thalassemia  Counseling 

Glaucoma 

Family  Planning  &  STD  Prevention 

Oral  Screening 

Breast  Health  &  Menopause  Counseling 

Body  Fat 

Medical  Counseling  &  Referral 

Carbon  Monoxide 

OPTIONAL  BLOOD  CHEMISTRY  TEST' 
(The  fee  for  lab  expenses  is  $20) 


Complete  Blood  Count 
Blood  Glucose 


Cholesterol 
Kidney  Function 


Liver  Function 
Triglycerides 


Iron 

Uric  Acid 


'If  you  plan  to  have  the  blood  chemistry  test,  it  is  recommended  that  you  fast  for  at  least  6  hours. 


Please  bring  along  your  ID  including  name,  address,  DOB,  tel.  #,  and 
the  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center  registration  card. 

For  further  information,  please  contact  Community  Health  Services  at: 

(617)  521-6717/6720 

Important:  These  multiple  screening  tests  are  not  a  substitute  for 
physical  examination.  Any  abnormal  findings  should  be  consulted 
with  your  doctor.  Anyone  18  years  of  age  or  older  may  participate. 


IMMIGRATION  LAW 

US  • 


Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 


m  •  dual 


*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  O-l,  L-1,R 

*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Labor  Certification  Applications 

*  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

*  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

*  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

*  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

*  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 


1)  *X'ft&iiE(H-lB,0-l,L-l,R-l) 

*  A, 
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171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 

(617)  482-3800 

e-mail:  Harrington-Law@Juno.com 
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An  Architect's  View  of  Home  Improvement 


When  homeowners  decide  they  want  to  add 
a  new  room  or  renovate  an  existing  one  in 
their  home,  they  often  don’t 
know  where  to  start.  Often  they  must 
decide  whether  to  hire  an  architect  or 
directly  approach  a  contractor  with  their 
plan.  They’re  the  kind  of  issues  that 
architect  Edmund  Chang  must  face  all 
the  time  in  his  practice. 

Homeowners  considering  renovations 
first  need  to  ask  themselves  what  they 
are  trying  to  achieve,  says  Chang,  a 
Harvard-educated  architect  who,  along 
with  his  wife,  Susan  Sylhgardos,  oper¬ 
ates  the  firm  of  Chang  +  Sylhgardos. 

Do  they,  for  example,  feel  a  room  in  the 


The  Sampan  Feature 


house  is  too  claustrophobic  and  needs  to 
be  reorganized,  or  do  they  simply  want  to 
install  a  new  window  to  bring  in  more 
fight?  A  simple  approach  would  be  to  hire 
a  contractor  to  install  the  needed  win¬ 
dow,  while  homeowners  with  more  ambi¬ 
tious  plans  could  consider  hiring  an 
architect  to  help  them  bring  a  more 
vision  to  their  project,  Chang  says 


there’s  no  inherent  conflict  between  what  services 
an  architect  brings  and  what  an  owner  should 


Redesigned  kitchen  in  the  Yang  and  Koo  residence.  Design  by  Chang  + 
Sylligardos  Architects. 


coherent 


Chang  points  out  that  many  homeowners  often 
don’t  know  exactly  what  they  want,  and  that  an 
architect  can  often  help  them  clarify  their  ideas. 
“You  may  sit  down  with  your  spouse  and  may  talk 
about  that  endlessly  but  have  disagreement  about 
what  your  priorities  are  and  how  much  things  are 
going  to  cost,  how  long  is  the  construction  going  to 
take  and  what  materials  are  available,"  he  says. 

While  the  architect  can  also  give  homeowners  a 
rough  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  given  project,  more 
precise  figures  are  generally  only  available  from 
the  contractor  “But  those  precise  estimates  are 
best  based  on  drawings  prepared  by  the  architect 
and  submitted  to  the  contractor,”  Chang  says. 

“The  architect  is  basically  your  agent,”  directing 
homeowners  to  resources  and  looking  out  for  their 
interests  as  a  member  of  a  joint  team,  he  adds.  “So 


desire.” 

In  general,  an  architect  is  paid  based  on  the  cost 
of  the  renovation.  “The  typical  range  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  between  10  and  15  percent  of  that  final  con¬ 
struction  cost,”  he  says.  ‘It’s  within  the  owners’ 
ability  to  control  costs  much  more  than  they 
believe  it  is,”  he  adds.  “The  architect  is  not  going 
to  force  them  to  have  granite  (tiles)  if  they  don’t 
want  granite.” 

For  smaller  contracts  architects  work  on  an 
hourly  basis.  If  people  are  skeptical  of  the  need  to 
hire  an  architect  for  a  modest  home  renovation 
such  as  the  addition  of  a  family  room  or  the 
redesign  of  a  kitchen,  they  could  instead  consider 
hiring  an  architect  for  perhaps  five  hours  to  pre¬ 
pare  schematic  sketches.  Such  drawings  could 
give  the  owner  a  visual  sense  of  a  possible  design, 
which  could  then  be  taken  to  the  contractor.  “It’s 
certainly  worth  your  very  minimal  investment  to 


talk  to  him  on  a  limited  basis  and  in  the  very 
worst  case  you’ll  leave  with  a  greater  sense  of 
what  your  direction  is,”  he  says. 

Types  of  Renovations 

hang  points  out  that  home  renova¬ 
tions,  which  are  directly  influenced 
by  the  economy,  generally  fall  into 
three  categories. 

First,  some  renovations  are  under¬ 
taken  by  people  who  want  more  space  but 
are  unable  to  afford  a  larger  house.  One 
solution  is  to  construct  a  new  family 
room. 

Second,  outdated  rooms  -  general¬ 
ly  bathrooms  and  kitchens  -  are  renovat¬ 
ed  by  homeowners  who  are  otherwise 
happy  with  their  homes.  Such  renova¬ 
tions  almost  always  add  to  the  resale 
value  of  the  house,  he  says. 

Third,  given  the  high  cost  of  land, 
a  family  may  purchase  a  modest  house  on 
a  large  piece  of  property,  then  extensive- 

_  ly  renovate  the  house,  perhaps  leaving 

only  a  fraction  of  the  original  intact. 
Some  people  may  add  several  thousand  square 
feet.  Chang  says  some  people  buy  small  houses 
and  literally  tear  them  down.  They  then  rebuild 
on  the  site.  Because  the  value  of  the  new  house 
will  greatly  exceed  the  value  of  the  current  house, 
it  makes  sense  to  tear  it  down,  he  says.  “So  we’re 
seeing  all  different  scales  of  renovation  right 
now.” 

Once  he  has  been  hired  for  a  project,  Chang 
focuses  his  attention  on  assessing  the  needs  of  the 
client  by  posing  alternatives  and  getting  a  sense  of 
the  client’s  lifestyle.  Part  of  his  work  involves 
being  an  effective  psychologist  as  well  as  a  trust¬ 
worthy  agent 

“My  partner  is  also  my  wife  and  so  whenever 
we  meet  with  residential  clients,  it’s  also  a  won¬ 
derful  dynamic  because  oftentimes  we’re  dealing 
with  other  couples,”  he  says.  And  I  think  other 
couples  sometimes  have  a  greater  ability  to  relate 
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/  COUNTRY  LIVING 

IN  AMHERST 


Newly  Renovated  Spacious  2  Bedroom  Apartments  From 
$695/Month. 

Brand  New  Exercise  Facility  with  Stairmaster,  Life  Cycle  & 
Nautilus  Work  Stations 
Heat  &  Hot  Water  Included 
On  Site  Laundry  Facilities 

Less  Than  A  Mile  From  Downtown  Amherst,  Amherst 
College  &  UMASS. 

On  5  College  Bus  Line  (Free) 

Professional  Maintenance  Staff  On  Site. 


156A  Brittany  Manor  Drive,  Amherst 

THE  BOULDERS 


<Si 


(413)  256-8534 


Horthland 


oproRTuUNrry  MON-  FRI  8:30  -  5:30  SAT  10:00  -  5:00 


continued  on  page  10 


4  BEDROOM  TOWNHOUSE 

Applications  now  being  accepted 
Section  8  ver\  low  income  limits  in  effect.  Apply 
Monday.  Tuesday.  Wednesday,  Friday  10  AM  -  3  PM. 
Rental  Office,  65  North  River  Road.  Scituate.  MA 
(just  below  Scituate  Harbor,  off  the  Driftway) 
781-545-2233 

KENT  VILLAGE  APARTMENTS 
Scituate,  MA 

Financed  by  Mass.  Housing  Finance  Agency 
l  nits  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR: 
GrandFamilies  House 
214  Harvard  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 


GrandFamilies  House  consists  of  13  2BR.  12  3BR.  and  1  4BR  newly 
constructed  apartments  designed  for  persons  age  55  or  above  who  are 
raising  their  grandchildren  and  features  an  elevator,  a  playground, 
on-site  services  staff  and  enrichment  programs 

Rents  range  from  $540  -  $1,073  per  month,  including  heat.  We  are 
pleased  to  accept  Section  8  Certificates  and  can  give  additional 
information  about  their  availability. 

Eligibility  for  occupancy  will  be  determined  by  income  and  family 
composition. 

Applications  will  be  accepted  on  April  20,  1998  from  Noon  to  8:00 
p.m.  at  the  Blue  Hill  Boys  «&  Girls  Club,  15  Talbot  Ave., 
Dorchester,  MA  and  every  week  day  from  April  21  through  May  1 
from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  at  67  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  MA. 

Managed  b\  Boston  Aging  Concerns  -  Young  &  Old  United,  Inc. 

67  New  burs  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2257 

This  development  is  funded  in  part  through  HOMT.  funds  provided 
through  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Housing  &  community 
Development,  an  equal  opportunity  lender. 
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continued  from  page  9 


to  our  firm,  as  a  husband  and  wife,  because  there 
are  sympathies  that  are  shared.” 

“Our  responsibility  is  very  much  to  try  to  bring 
into  reality  those  intangible  descriptions  of  space 
that  the  owner  can  sometimes  only  in  the  vaguest 
terms  describe.  I  think  our  own  predilection  is 
that  it’s  very  important  to  evaluate  the  quality  of 
the  fight  in  the  space.”  He  says  people  often  don’t 
realize  that  the  light  of  a  space  can 
be  changed.  “That  is  certainly  one 
of  the  great  things  you  can  do,”  he 
says.  “Manipulating  walls  and 
windows  and  surfaces  and  loca¬ 
tions  and  the  orientation  of  rooms 
can  dramatically  change  the  feel  of 
the  space,  simply  by  manipulating 
the  quality  of  the  fight.” 

And  while  many  people  living  in 
the  Northeast  may  be  eager  to  use 
building  materials  that  reflect  the 
original  design  of  the  house, 

Chang  points  out  that  there  is  now 


a  “wonderful  variety  of  natural  Architect  Edmund  Chang 
stones  and  materials  and  synthetic  materials  that 
lends  a  whole  new  experience  to  the  space.”  He 
says  he  encourages  clients  to  explore  new  color 
textures,  wall  materials,  and  floor  surfaces. 

“There’s  an  incredible  range  of  materials  out  there 
that  I  don’t  often  see  in  the  average  household,”  he 
says. 

Chang  points  out  that  95  percent  of  all  houses 
have  been  designed  by  builders  rather  than  archi¬ 
tects.  He  believes  that  architects  are  not  simply 
there  to  reinforce  history,  but  also  have  been 
trained  to  “expand  on  it,  to  offer  new  possibilities.” 

Clients  who  “are  exuberant  or  excited  about  the 
visual  or  spatial  possibilities”  are  an  architect’s 
best  friends,  he  says. 

Chang  believes  that  architects  and  clients  can 
be  innovative  in  designing  homes  to  fit  the  needs 
of  today’s  lifestyles.  “I’m  a  great  believer  in  the 
development  of  vernacular  building  types, 
whether  it’s  the  salt  box  or  the  center  hall  colonial, 
or  the  arts  and  craft  house.  I  think  they  are  won¬ 
derful  inventions.  And  I  think  that  they  are  com¬ 
pletely  appropriate  for  the  time  and  period  in 
which  they  were  constructed.  I  also  think  they’re 
completely  appropriate  for  people  who  five  in 


them  today  if  they  accept  the  kind  of  spatial 
boundaries  that  are  offered  to  them  by  that  par¬ 
ticular  house.  But  as  the  years  go  by  inevitably 
tastes  change;  people  have  a  different  sense  of 
hierarchy  in  their  homes. 

“There’s  a  trend  right  now  to  much  much  larger 
homes,  home  offices,  family  rooms,  three-car 
garages,  all  of  which  I  don’t  think  have  much  to  do 
with  the  prototypical  model  of 
housing  types  that  I  just  men¬ 
tioned.  And  so  consequently  I 
think  the  biggest  problem  is  when 
one  tries  to  appropriate  the  old 
model  and  to  reconfigure  the  nat¬ 
ural  internal  organization  of  that 
house  in  such  a  way  that  it  works 
better  with  today’s  lifestyle.  So 
from  the  outside  it  looks  like  a 
center  hall  colonial  but  from  the 
inside  instead  of  having  a  center 
hall  and  two  rooms  to  the  right 
and  two  rooms  to  the  left  you  go 
inside  and  you  have  a  center  hall 


and  one  huge  family  room/kitchen  on  the  left  and 
one  huge  multimedia  room  on  the  right. 

“And  I  think  there  are  real  problems  with  that 
because  I  think  it’s  a  somewhat  dishonest  inter¬ 
pretation  of  what  the  historic  model  is.  I  also 
think  that  it  leads  to  problems;  it  leads  to  shoe- 
horning  certain  types  of  spaces  into  conditions 
that  are  not  necessarily  beneficial  to  those  spaces. 
So  a  family  room/  kitchen  might  be  really  really 
long,  with  actually  no  spatial  differentiation 
between  them.  They  may  be  oriented  completely 
in  the  wrong  direction. 

“So  I’m  all  for  innovation  in  programming  but  I 
believe  the  house  has  to  change  its  image  with  the 
programmatic  development.” 

“A  lot  of  time  builders  and  developers  accom¬ 
modate  current  tastes  of  the  new  generation  of 
home  owners,”  he  continues.  “So  they  take  a  pro¬ 
totypical  house  model  and  they  internally  develop 
it  in  a  way  that  I  think  is  inappropriate  I  have 
much  less  of  a  problem  where  a  home  owner  fives 
in  a  house  and  loves  it,  except  it  doesn’t  quite  meet 
their  needs.  And  then  I  think  an  architect  should 
be  engaged”  to  find  ways  to  rejuvenate  the  plan. 


Chang  says  his  firm  is  currently  working  on  a 
range  of  projects,  including  bathroom  and  bed¬ 
room  renovations  in  the  $50,000  range.  “We  just 
completed  a  half-million  renovation  which  is 
essentially  taking  a  center  hall  colonial,  gutting  it 
and  reconfiguring  it,”  he  explains,  adding  that  he 
is  also  working  on  a  large  vacation  house  in 
British  Columbia.  “So  there’s  a  tremendous  range 
of  projects,  which  I  guess  goes  to  show  that  no  pro¬ 
ject  is  too  big  or  too  small.  In  our  firm,  below 
$50,000  is  probably  too  small,”  he  says.  There  are 
firms,  however,  that  do  smaller  bedroom  and 
bathroom  projects  in  the  $7,500  range,  he  adds. 

Asian  Influences  on  Architecture 

Chang  points  out  that  many  Asian  families  in 
the  US  have  several  generations  living 
under  one  roof,  which  offers  unique  design 
possibilities  to  architects.  Chang  suggests  that 
Americans  can  learn  much  from  traditional 
Chinese  housing  styles  such  as  the  hutong.  The 
American  house  is  generally  free-standing  and 
isolated  from  its  neighbors,  but  the  hutong  con¬ 
sists  of  several  houses  built  in  relation  to  each 
other.  Americans,  he  says,  tend  to  isolate  them¬ 
selves  in  the  suburbs.  “I  think  we’re  losing  a  sense 
of  urbanity  and  a  sense  of  community  that  you  can 
achieve  in  the  cities,”  he  says. 

Chang  believes  that  architecture  can,  if  used 
effectively,  change  social  conditions,  not  just 
respond  to  them.  “I  truly  believe  architecture  can 
promote  certain  types  of  relationships,”  he  says. 

Though  Chang  says  he  respects  many  of  the 
principles  of  feng  shui,  he  says  his  practice  to  date 
hasn’t  focused  much  attention  on  them.  “I’m  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  things  (in  feng  shui)  that  make  com¬ 
mon  sense,”  he  says.  Chang,  for  example,  says  he 
believes  a  person  entering  the  front  door  of  a 
house  shouldn’t  be  able  to  see  out  to  the  backyard. 
“I  think  that  has  an  architectural  basis  as  well  as 
a  basis  in  feng  shui,”  he  says. 

Ideally,  architecture  and  feng  shui  should  com¬ 
plement  each  other,  he  says.  Architects,  he  sug¬ 
gests,  could  “get  direction  from  feng  shui  interpre¬ 
tation  but  express  that  in  more  architectural 
terms  ...  I  think  they  are  not  inconsistent  with 
each  other  for  the  most  part.” 

-R.O. 


We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


rhere  are  apartments— and  then  there  are  Corcoran 
managed  apartments — well  managed,  stylish,  mt>dem  and 
constantly  updated.  Take  yout  pick... 


ACADEMY  BUILDING 

APARTMENIS 

(508)674-1111 

102  South  M?in  Street, 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 
(508)470-26!! 

30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(508) 927-2055 
Tozer  Rd. ,  Beverly 

BROCKTON  COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery.  Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 
(617)  871-3049 

Legion  Drive.  Hanover 

ADAMS  VILLAGE 
(617)328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 


KENT  VILLAGE 

(617) 545-2233 

65  North  River  Road.  SYituate 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(6! 7) 749-8677 
86  Central  Streel,  Hingham 

McNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617,783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

PELHAM  APARTMENTS 
(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street.  Framingham 

QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
I  Canton  Road.  Quincy 

RIVERVIEW  COMMONS 
(508)  685-0552 
Bulfinch  Drive,  Andover 


SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(617)  233-8477 
63  NewhaJI  Avenue.  Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 
COMMONS 
(500)845  1161 

Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 
(617)  331-2526 
8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL  PARK 

(508;  852-0060 

16)  W.  Mountain  Street, 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE  APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street.  Framingham 

WEYMOUTH  COMMONS/ 
EAST  (617)335-4773 
74  Donald  Street  #21 . 
Weymouth 

Equal 
Housing 
Opportunity 

4k  t=j 
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CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT 

COMPANY 


Edmund  Chang,  AIA 


CHANG  +  SYLLIGARDOS 


374  Congress  Street 
suite  505 

Boston,  MA  02210 

phone  61 7  338  4094  fax  338  4095 

ec_ss  @  ix  netcom.com 
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Eurasia  Furniture  Inc. 

216  Lincoln  St.  Boston,  MA  02111 


Tel:  617-350-0128 


ONLY  AT  hmtlMi 


l  uiavia  Furniture  Inv. 
-  :  v  :•  v  : 

h  i:  617-350-0128 
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CUSTOMER  SERVICE  SUPERVISOR 

Amtrak  has  an  immediate  opening  for  Customer  Service  Supervisor. 
This  position  is  responsible  for  coordinating  a  broad  range  of  station 
activities  to  insure  a  high  level  of  customer  satisfaction.  These  activ¬ 
ities  include  ticketing,  baggage  &  express  handling.  Must  have  excel¬ 
lent  communication  skills.  The  successful  candidate  must  have  a 
High  School  Diploma  or  G.E.D.  Prefer  college  or  advanced  education 
in  business.  Qualified  candidates  should  forward  their  resumes 
to:  Amtrak  Human  Resources,  253  Summer  Street,  #204,  Boston, 
MA  02210;  Attn:  CSS. 
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HIV/AIDS  Prevention  &  Education  Planning 
for  the  City  of  Boston 

The  Boston  AIDS  Consortium,  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  Public  Health 
Commission,  invites  Boston  residents  to  apply  for  membership  on  the 
Boston  HIV/AIDS  Prevention  Planning  Group  (BPPG).  The  BPPG  is  a 
community  planning  body  that  will  develop  and  recommend  the  3 -year 
HIV/AIDS  prevention  and  education  plan  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
Members  serve  on  a  volunteer  basis;  childcare  and  travel 
reimbursements  available. 

Initial  term  is  1  year,  beginning  May  15,  1998.  Meetings  are  in  English. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Applications  due  May  4, 1998. 

For  application  packet  and  information  on  the  BPPG,  contact  the  Boston 
AIDS  Consortium,  140  Clarendon  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16 
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USER  SUPPORT  SPECIALIST 

Harvard  Divinity  School  -  Req.  #  84983 

Reporting  to  Director  ot  IT.  provides  computer  support  for  HDS  faculty,  staff, 
students  Installs,  upgrades,  troubleshoots  PC  hardware/software  in  Novell/NT 
network  environment  Will  provide  support  and  training  for  e-mail.  Researches, 
evaluates,  recommends  new  hardware/software  Develops  and  maintains 
instruction  sheets,  user  guides,  hardware/software  inventories  and  management 
reports.  Will  help  develop,  document  and  enforce  software/hardware  policies 
and  standards  Also  responsible  for  supporting  student  computer  lab  and 
internet  kiosks.  May  perform  basic  network  administration  tasks  and  web 
maintenance  tasks.  Other  duties  as  required.  BA/BS.  2+  years’  related  experi¬ 
ence  supporting  Windows  95/NT-based  PCs  in  a  network  environment  essential. 
Skilled  in  supporting  common  desktop  applications  (word  processing,  spread¬ 
sheets.  scheduling  software).  Solid  understanding  of  POP/SMTP  e-mail  and 
internet.  Strong  customer  service  skills  essential.  Must  be  enthusiastic 
self-starter,  comfonable  working  in  team,  and  able  to  prioritize/manage  multiple 
competing  tasks  Excellent  problem  solving  and  communication  skills  required. 
Computer  support  experience  in  higher  education  a  plus. 

Referral  Instructions:  Send  cover  letter  with  resume  to  Nancy  Grimes, 
Manager  of  Human  Resources,  HDS,  45  Francis  Avenue,  Cambridge.  MA 
02138.  EOE 


I 


Hie  Public  Schools  of 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 


Heath  School  Principal  K-8 

The  Heath  School  is  an  outstanding  school  with  a  population  of  400  students 
served  by  60  professional  and  support  staff.  It  is  known  for  its  rich  academic 
program,  instructional  approaches  and  community  spirit.  The  principal  is  the 
instructional  leader  and  works  collaboratively  with  staff,  parents,  students,  the 
vice-principal  and  elementary  curriculum  coordinators  to  provide  an  environ¬ 
ment  that  maximizes  student  academic  achievement  and  personal  development. 
RespoasibUities  also  include  supervision  and  evaluation,  budget  development 
and  building  management.  Salary:  $73,000  to  $83,000.  Available:  July  1,1998 

Director  of  Instructional  Technology  K-12 

The  Director  of  Technology  K-12  will  oversee  a  comprehensive  system-wide 
program  which  includes  management  and  supervision  of  all  instructional 
aspects  of  technology  integration.  The  Director  of  Technology  works  closely 
with  senior  administrative  staff,  Principals,  Curriculum  Coordinators,  library 
personnel  and  teachers  toward  the  integration  of  technology  into  curriculum 
and  instruction.  The  Director  also  supervises  computer  specialists  and  techni¬ 
cians;  develops  a  system-wide  budget  consistent  with  educational  goals;  plans 
and  implements  professional  development  for  staff  and  is  responsible  for  seek¬ 
ing  and  acquiring  grants  which  support  the  program. 

Salary  to  $71 ,980.  Available:  July  1, 1998 

Director  of  Administrative  Technology 

Direct  fast  paced  department  responsible  for  district-wide  administrative  com¬ 
puting  and  network  Infrastructure  in  K-12  public  school  system.  Supervise 
growing  staff  in  service  delivery  to  10  locations  and  1000+  networked  worksta¬ 
tions.  Major  services  include:  an  informix  based  Student  Information  System, 
First  Class  e-mail  and  conferencing,  LAN/WAN  management  (TCP/IP,  ATM, 
Broadband),  Web  servers,  Internet  services  (routers,  gateways,  DNS,  NAT, 
SMTP),  desktop  hardware/software  support  and  in-house  software  develop¬ 
ment.  Key  proficiencies  include:  C/C++,  SQL,  Informix  4GL,  TCP/IP,  ATM, 
HTML,  ODBC,  NT  Servers,  Win95,  MacOS  and  Unix.  Ability  to  manage  staff, 
establish  priorities  and  accomplish  tasks  in  educational  environment.  Salary  up 
to  $70,000,  excellent  benefits.  Effective:  Immediately 


Teachers 

.2  HS  String  Orchestra  .4  HS  SPED  Developmentally 

first  period)  delayed 

HS  Physics  HS  E.S.L. 

HS  Guidance  Math  7/8 

.4  Spanish  7/8 

Salary:  Teacher's  salary  schedule 

Deadline  for  filing:  Thursday,  April  30, 1998 
Please  send  cover  letter,  resume  and  three  letters  of  recommendation  to: 

Dr.  William  B.  Ribas,  Director  of  Personnel.  333  Washington  Street.  Brookline,  MA  (12146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Center  for  Health  and  Development,  Inc.  is  currently  seeking 
qualified,  highly  motivated,  career-oriented  individuals  to  join 
our  Clubhouse. 

Atlantic  House  -  Quincy,  MA 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Counselors 

Atlantic  House,  a  community  support  clubhouse,  has  two  entry-level  positions 
as  vocational  rehabilitation  counselors  providing  vocational  rehabilitation  for 
adults  diagnosed  with  mental  illness.  Generalist  staff  also  provide  advocacy 
and  work  as  site  managers  on  transitional  employment  placements. 

These  positions  require  an  undergraduate  degree  in  a  related  field  and  a  valid 
drivers  license  w/good  driving  record.  To  be  considered  for  these 
opportunities,  please  send  resume,  cover  letter  and  salary  requirements  to: 

Human  Resources 

Center  for  Health  and  Development,  Inc.,  100  Boylston  St.  Suite  1075, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 

No  Phone  Calls,  Please.  As  an  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  (M/F/D/V),  we  value 
and  encourage  diversity  in  our  workplace. 
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Asian  American  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 
68  Harrison  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Attn:  Human  Resources 


Wellesley 

1994  custom  Colonial  with  exquisite  architectural  and  quality  detail.  Granite 
kitchen/fireplaced  family  room.  Elegant  living  and  dining  rooms. 
Exceptional  master  suite  plus  4  bedrooms,  2nd  floor  laundry,  home  office. 
Spacious  and  gracious.  $729,000 

71  Central  Street 

IC1-'11"-1!  Wellesley 


BANKCR  □ 


SSSBiW  Hiinnemaii/Colilwell  Banker 

HUNNEMAN  (781)  237-9090 

http://www.il  u  lineman. com 
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South  Cove  Community  I  lealth  Center  has  been  scr\  ing  the  Asian-American  Community  in 
the  (ireater  Boston  area  since  ll>72  We  have  a  strong  commitment  to  making  health  and 
preventive  care  linguistically  and  culturally  accessible  to  patients/clients  We  are  currently 
looking  liir  qualified  bilingual  individuals  to  till  the  following  positions. 

NUTRITIONIST  Develop  cultural  appropriate  and  sensitive  training  workshops  and 
nutrition  educational  materials  for  the  community  Registered  dietitian  with  community 
clinical  experience  preferred  Job  requires  teamwork  emphasis,  excellent  communication 
and  writing  skills.  Bilingual  in  Cantonese. 

HEALTH  EDUCATOR/OUTREACH  WORKER:  Develop,  adapt  and 
implement  health  education  materials;  conduct  workshops  and  counseling  especially  in 
Tobacco  Control  Project.  Outreach  for  the  health  center  events.  College  degree 
preferred  with  experience  in  public  health.  Good  communication  skills.  Computer 
literate  Bilingual  in  English  and  Cantonese. 

PROGRAM  ASSISTANT:  To  provide  operational/program  support  to  the  Mental 
Ilcalth/Social  Service  department  Good  organizational  and  writing  skills.  Computer 
literate  in  WP  and  spreadsheet.  A  bachelor  s  degree  is  required  with  experience  in 
I  luman  Services  Multilingual  in  English.  Cantonese  and  Vietnamese  preferred. 

ADMIN  IS  IRA  I  IN  E  ASS  IS  I  ANT :  I  o  assist  the  Medical  Director  in  carrying  out 
secretarial  and  administrative  tasks  Strong  English  skills,  organized  and  delailed- 
oriented  Basic  knowledge  of  word-processing  and  good  telephone  skills  a  must. 

NURSING  ASSISTANT 

To  assist  physician/nurse  practitioner  in  providing  nursing  services  to  the  patients. 
Interpretation  as  needed.  High  School  diploma  with  nursing  or  human  services 
background  preferred  Bilingual  in  Cantonese  and/or  Vietnamese. 

Resumes  for  qualified  bilingual  health  care  /iroviders  anti  staff  are  always  welcome  to  provide 
culturally  competent  services 

Please  send  resume  to  Personnel 
South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 
145  South  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1. 

Or  Fax:  (617)  521-6799 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

Regional  1‘rmian  A  Preventive  (  are  Provider  Sen  mg  the  Asian  Community’ 


south  cove 

(•■unuaity  health  (eater 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

SH«jfc±  ab9:ft*& 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT  JOSEPH  YEUNG 

FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 

$\bft '  '  a  if 

JJR&36A*tBE+t^JE£  • 

1: 1-800-344-7526 


H±rfr 


(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526 

495  Commonwealth  Ave  Wellesley-Sudbury-Fall  River- 
(KENMORE  Lynn-Fairhaven-Dartmouth- 

J.  S.  Waterman  &  Sons  New  Bedford-Framingham- 
Peabody-Noiwood-Marblehead 


(617)472-1137 

576  Hancock  St. 
(MOBIL  in 
86  Copeland  St. 
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A  message  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health. 
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